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STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



L^-» OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY — 1887. 



President — Hod. John A. Rice, Merton. 

Vice preaidenta^ Hon. Harlow S. Orton, LL. D, Madison; Hon. Morgan 
L. Martin, Green Bjty; Hon. James T. Lewis, LL. D., Columbus; Hon. 
James Sutherland, Janeaville; Hod. M. M. Davis, Baraboo; Chauncey C. 
Britt, Esq., Portage; Hon. John H. Rountree, Platteville; Hon. Simeon 
Mills, Madison; Hon. J. F. Potter, East Troy ; Samuel Marshall, Esq., 
Milwaukee; Hon* JohnT. Kiogston, Necedah; Gen. David Atwood, Mad- 
ison; Hon. Moses M. Strong, Mineral Point; Hon. C. L. Colby, Milwau- 
kee; Hon. J. J. Guppey. Portage, aDd John R Burton, Geneva Lake. 

Honorary Vice-preaidenta — Hon. Cyrus Woodman, Massachusetts; F. L. 
Billon, St. Louis; Robert Clarke, Ohio; Benson J. Lossing, LL. D., Dover 
Plains, New York; Hon. L. J. Far well, Missouri; W. H. Wyman, Cincin- 
nati; Charles Fairchild, Massachusetts; Col. S. V. Shipman, Illinois; Hon. 
Amasa Cobb, Nebraska; Col. R. T. Durrett, Louisville; Samuel H. Hunt; 
Newton, N. J., and Simon Gratz, Pennsylvanip^ 

Honorary Secretary — Lyman C. Draper, LL. D. 

Correaponding Secretary — Reuben G. Thwaites. 

Recording Secretary — Elisha Burdick. 

Treasurer — Frank F. Proudfit. 

Librarian — Daniel S. Durria 

Firat Aaautant Librarian — Isaac S. Bradley. 

Second Aaaiatant Librarian — Isabel Durrie (catalogue department). 

CURATORS, EX-OFFICIO. 

Hon. J. M. Rusk, governor; Hon. E. G. Timme, secretary of state; Hon. 
H. B. Harshaw, state treasurer, and Hon. Alex. Mitchell, life- director. 

CURATORS, -ELECTIVE. 

For one year — James D. Butler, LL. D., Hon. Buell £. Hutchinson, Hon. 
John D. Gurnee, N. B. Van Slyke, Gen. Chandler P. Chapman, Hon. H. H. 
Giles, Prof. J. B. Parkinson, Hon. Geo. B. Burrows, Hon. John A. John- 
son, President John Bascom, LL D., Prof. John C. Freeman, LL. D., and, 
Lyman C. Draper, LL. D. 

For two years— Gen. G. P. Delaplaine, Hon. R9minz3 Bunn, Hon. S. U. 
Pinney, Dr. Joseph Hobbins, Hon. E. W. Keyes, Hon. Simuel D. Hastings 
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George Rajnier, Hon. Mortimer M. Jackson, Samuel Klauber, Hon. J. C. 
Gregory, Hon. Philo Dunning and Hon. Frank A. Flower. 

For three years — Gen. Lucius Fairchild, J. H. Carpenter, LL. D., Hon. 
B. J. Stevens, Prof. Wm. F. Allen, Hon, A. B. Braley, Maj. F, W. Oakley, 
W. A. P. Morris, Wayne Ramsay, A. H. Main, Maj. Charles G. Mayers, M. 
R. Doyon and Prof. W. H. Rosenstengel. 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

The president, vice-presidents, corresponding and recording secretaries, 
treasurer, librarian, curators, the governor, the secretary of state, the state 
treasurer and life directors of the society constitute the executive commit- 
tee, and the following standing committees are sub- committees thereof: 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

£i6rar^— Thwaiteja, Butler, Allen, Chapman and Dar^ie; ex-offido^Ruskf 

Timme and Harshaw. 
Finance — Van Slyke, Chapman, Morris, Doyon and Ramsay. 
Auditing Accounts— HasiingBf Stevens, Mayers, Main and Flower. 
Printing and Publication—Thwaiites, Draper, Butler, Atwood and Ray- 

mer; eJcofflcto—Timine and Harshaw. 
Art Gallery and Ca&tnef— Hobbins, Fairchild, Delaplaine, Burrows and 

Flower. 
Contribution* and Endowments-- Fairchild, Johnson, Keyes, Burrows and 

Oakley. 
Literary Exchanges — Durrie, Braley, Freeman, Allen and Rosenstengel. 
Natural Hiwfor]^— Parkinson, Burrows, Gregory, Bunn and Burdiok. 
Historical Narratives— OrUmj Pinney, Giles, Braley and Carpenter. 
Nomination of Jlfem&ers— Jackson, Giles, Main, Freeman and Klauber. 
Pre- Historic Antiquities and Indian History—Bailer, Rice, Dunning, 

Johnson and Raymer. 
06i/uart«a— Atwood, Jackson, Pinney, Parkinson and Braley. 
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THIRTY- FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING. 

I The thirty-fourth annual meeting of the State Historical 

h Society of Wisconsin was held in the library reading rooms 

of the society, in the capitol, Thursday evening, January 6, 

1887. Hon. Harlow S. Orton, senior vice-president, occupied 

the chair, in the absence of President Rice. 

SECRETARY DRAPER RESIGNS. 

Lyman C. Draper, LL. D., who had been corresponding 
secretary of the society since its re-organization — January 
1, 1854 — read the following letter: 

Madison, Jao. 6, 1887. — To the officers and members of the State His- 
torical Society of Wisconsin: — Gentlemen: Thirty-four years ago I began 
to serve the Historical Society, thirty-three of which as secretary 
and editor of its publications. During this long period, whatever may 
have been my other shortcomings, I have not missed a single meeting of 
the society or of the executive committee. When I entered on this service 
I had not the remotest idea of making it, in any sense, my life-work. I 
only intended ir a sort of secondary consideration. As early as 1834 I 
had commenced gathering facts and materials for border history and 
^ biography. I spent several months, during successive years, in traveling 

over the western and southwestern states in the prosecution of these coUec- 
tions, so that when I came to Madison in 1852 I had accumulated thou- 
sands of manuscripts and historical statements. I delayed putting them 
into book form, save in a single instance, the better to perfect my mate- 
rials; but, while I accomplished something to this end, our civil war came 
upon us, which made so much new history, so startling and overshadow- 
ing in its character, as, in comparison, to greatly belittle the matter I had 
undertaken. Yet so much of our unwritten border history had been 
brought together, that it seemed a pity to let it remain idle. If left for 
others to work up after me, they might not always be guided by the best 
sources of information, which long years of study and personal intercourse 
with surviving pioneers had enabled me to determine as most reliable. 

For several years after our internecine struggle, the popular histories 
and biographies of tht? period were largely confined to works on the war; 
and, to a considerable extent, that class of literature still continues to 
monopolize the book trade. These considerations have contributed from 
time to time, to postpone my special labors. 
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I never, however, regarded the effort of building up a society like 
ourd, in a new state, as an unimportant labor; aod I thus became gradually 
more and more interested in the work, until now, in my seventy-second 
year, I begin to realize, if I am ever to utilize the materials I have been 
over half a century in gathering, I have no time to lose. I anxiously wish 
to do what I can in this direction while I have sufficient life and vitality 
remaining. 

After a third of a century* s labors for the society, I feel that I have a 
just claim to an honorable retirement; not to spend the remnant of my 
days in ease and idleness, but to accomplish certain ends, which, I venture 
to flatter myself, are not entirely unimportant in filling gaps in our 
country's history. 

It is better for the society's interests that X should retire from the in- 
creasing labors of the secretaryship while in life, that I may impart to my 
successor whatever exp eriences my thirty-three years' incumbency in the 
office may have given me; trusting and believing, too, that a younger man, 
devoting his entire energies to the position, will impart new life and in- 
creased success to all the departments of the society. 

Two years since, anticipating that the time would soon come when it 
would be necessary for me to withdraw from the society's service, I felt 
grateful that I was authorized to nominate an assistant, so that he might 
gradually be inducted into the duties of the secretaryship. Yon kindly 
approved and confirmed my selection without a dissenting voice. I felt 
the responsibility of the occasion, and therefore took unusual pains in 
choosing the most suitable person within the circle of my acquaintance. 
Ever since the nomination and confirmation of Mr. Thwaites for the posi- 
tion of assistant secretary he has rendered me important aid and has spent 
much time in studying the duties and workings of the office. 

How much wiser and better, you can all see, has been this procedure — 
this preparatory schooling — than for me to have clung to the office till 
death should overtake me; and then, perhaps, amidst a scramble for the 
place, the society would run the risk of selecting some person with no 
special taste or fitness for the officeu 

The time has come for me to decline being a candidate for re-election. 
This decision has been taken with due deliberation ahd must be regarded 
as fixed and unchangeable. 

In retiring from your service, I have to thank the society for its long- 
continued kindness and confidence extended to me — a kindness and con- 
fidence, I may venture to say, I have conscientiously endeavored to recog- 
.nize and repay in earnest efforts and labors for its growth and prosperity 

It is no small gratification to me to feel assured that the laboring oar 
of the society's success will fall into hands so competent by his culture, 
his tastes, his industry and his nabits, as the gentleman you have ap- 
proved, and whom you will, I doubt not, choose as my successor. I earn- 
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estly entreat for him your confidence and encouragement, and devoutly 
pray the Good Father to spare him many years, that he may honor him- 
self by faithful and successful labors for the society. 

Very respectfully, 

LYMAN C. DRAPER. 

On motion of Gen. David Atwood the communication was 
referred to a select committee^ to take action and report 
later^ consisting of General Atwood^ Gen. Simeon Mills and 
Prof. J. B. Parkinson. 

treasurer's report. 

Treasurer A. H. Main submitted his annual report — the 
substance of which is embodied in the report of the execu- 
tive committee. It having been previously acted upon by 
the auditing committee^ it was adopted. 

THIRTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

Secretary Draper, in behalf of the executive committee, 
submitted the following annual report, which was adopted: 



In submitting the thirty-third annual report of the prog- 
ress and condition of the society, it is pleasant to note that 
more than usual success has attended the labors and accu- 
mulations of the past year. 

FINANCIAL CONDITION — GENERAL FUND. 

The receipts into the General Fund have been the state 
annual appropriation of $5,000, which, added to the balance 
in the treasury as per last report, made $5,005.71; and the 
expenditures $5,1(53.90, showing an overpayment of $158.19. 

THE BINDING FUND. 

This fund was a year ago reported as having reached the 
amount of $14,183.31, beside the Texas section of land, the 
Taylor bequest, and several pledges in the form of notes, 
payable one- third annually until paid. 

Since the last report, the fund has been augmented as fol- 
lows: Donations received from Hon. Alexander Mitchell, 
$150; Hon. Philetus Sawyer, Hon. George W, Childs, and 
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I never, however, regarded the effort of building up a society like 
ours, in a new state, as an unimportant labor; and I thus became gradually 
more and more interested in the work, until now, in my seventy-second 
year, I begin to realize, if I am ever to utilize the materials I have been . 
over half a century in gathering, I have no time to lose. I aoxiously wish 
to do what I can in this direction while I have sufficient life and vitality 
remaining. 

After a third of a century's labors for the society, I feel that I have a 
just claim to an honorable retirement; not to spend the remnant of my 
days in ease and idleness, but to accomplish certain ends, which, I venture 
to flatter myself, are not entirely unimportant in filling gaps in our 
country's history. 

It is better for the society's interests that X should retire from the in- 
creasing labors of the secretaryship while in life, that I may impart to my 
successor whatever exp eriences my thirty-three years' incumbency in the 
office may have given me; trusting and believing, too, that a younger man, 
devoting his entire energies to the position, will impart new life and in- 
creased success to all the departments of the society. 

Two years since, anticipating that the time would soon come when it 
would be necessary for me to withdraw from the society's service, I felt 
grateful that I was authorized to nominate an assistant, so that he might 
gradually be inducted into the duties of the secretaryship. Yon kindly 
approved and confirmed my selection without a dissenting voice. I felt 
the responsibility of the occasion, and therefore took unusual pains in 
choosing the most suitable person within the circle of my acquaintance. 
Ever since the nomination and confirmation of Mr. Thwaites for the posi- 
tion of assistant secretary he has rendered me important aid and has spent 
much time in studying the duties and workings of the office. 

How much wiser and better, you can all see, has been this procedure — 
this preparatory schooling — than for me to have clung to the office till 
death should overtake me; and then, perhaps, amidst a scramble for the 
place, the society would run the risk of selecting some person with no 
special taste or fitness for the offica 

The time has come for me to decline being a candidate for re-election. 
This decision has been taken with due deliberation and must be regarded 
as fixed and unchangeable. 

In retiring from your service, I have to thank the society for its long- 
continued kindness and confidence extended to me — a kindness and con- 
fidence, I may venture to say, I have conscientiously endeavored to recog- 
.nize and repay in earnest efforts and labors for its growth and prosperity 

It is no small gratification to me to feel assured that the laboring oar 
of the society's success will fall into hands so competent by his culture, 
his tastes, his industry and his habits, as the gentleman you have ap- 
proved, and whom you will, I doubt not, choose as my successor. I earn- 



eBtly entreat for him your confidence and encouragement, and devoutly 
pray the Qood Father to spare him many years, that he may honor him* 
self by faithful and successful labors for the society. 

Very respectfully, 

LYMAN C. DRAPER. 

On motion of Gen. David Atwood the communication was 
referred to a select committee^ to take action and report 
later, consisting of General Atwood, Gen. Simeon Mills and 
Prof. J. B. Parkinson. 

treasurer's report. 

Treasurer A. H. Main submitted his annual report — the 
substance of which is embodied in the report of the execu- 
tive committee. It having been previously acted upon by 
the auditing committee, it was adopted. 

THIRTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 

Secretary Draper, in behalf of the executive committee, 
submitted the following annual report, which was adopted : 



In submitting the thirty-third annual report of the prog- 
ress and condition of the society, it is pleasant to note that 
more than usual success has attended the labors and accu- 
mulations of the past year. 

FINANCIAL CONDITION — GENERAL FUND. 

The receipts into the General Fund have been the state 
annual appropriation of $5,000, which, added to the balance 
in the treasury as per last report, made $5,005.71; and the 
expenditures $5,1(53.90, showing an overpayment of $158.19. 

THE BINDING FUND. 

This fund was a year ago reported as having reached the 
amount of $14,183.31, beside the Texas section of land, the 
Taylor bequest, and several pledges in the form of notes, 
payable one-third annually until paid . 

Since the last report, the fund has been augmented as fol- 
lows: Donations received from Hon. Alexander Mitchell, 
$150; Hon. Philetus Sawyer, Hon. George W. Childs, and 
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Peter D. Armour, $100 each; Hon. B. J. Stevens, Samuel 
Marshal], Hon. John F. Potter, and Daniel Stone, 650 each; 
Hon. James Sutherland, $33.34; Hon. John L. Mitchell, 
Matthew Wadleigh, and Edwin Hale Abbot, $25 each; Hon. 
Enoch Chase, J. M. Pereles, I. J. Pereles, Hon. David Wells, 
Jr., and Hon. William E. Cramer, $20 each; Hon. John Black, 
$15; Hon. M. L. Martin, and Mason G. Smith, $10 each; Hon. 
A. A. Arnold, $5.50; Hon. J. H. Rountree, W. D. Whitney, 
and R. L. Harris, $5 each; contribution from Librarians' 
entertainment fund, $2.50. Total, $916;34. 

From life memberships: Howard Morri3, Hon. Horace 
Chase, W. C. Todd, R. G. Thwaites, George Raymer, Hon. R. 
M. La FoUette, Hon. W. P. Lyon, Simon Gratz, H. Steensland, 
and Miss S. M. Williamson, $20 each; collected interest from 
investments, $904.G1; duplicates sold, $628.26; local member- 
ship fees, $303; rent of Texas land, $10; making a grand total 
of collections of the year for the Binding Fund, $2,067.21 — 
nearly double the amount of any former year. 

These additions to the amount reported last year foot up $17,150 63 

Add the 640 aores of Texas land, now valued at $3.50 per acre. 1,600 00 

Taylor bequest not yet available. 1,000 00 

Notes given for the fund 641 66 

$30,392 18 

The notes referred to, have been given by the following 
persons, payable one-third annually — Lyman C. Draper, 
$300; Hon. John A. Rice, SlOO; Hon. B. J. Stevens, $100; 
Hon. James Sutherland, $G6.GG: Hon. H. S. Orton,$50; and 
James S. Buck, $*^5. 

Thus, it will be seen that the Binding Fund, after twenty 
years' persistent efforts, has at length attained the amount 
fixed on, before commencing to draw upon its income for 
binding purposes. It is a consummation long devoutly wished 
for, and for which the society may well felicitate itself. As 
the Library is steadily increasing in books, pamphlets and 
newspaper files, at the rate of four to five thousand a year 
so should the Binding Fund be augmented accordingly, to 
meet growing binding needs of the society. 

It is to be hoped, however, that no more special appeals may 
be necessary for the enlargement of this fund; but that some 



portion of each year's income may be left to be added to the 
principal, and that a portion of the sources of revenue, which 
have so largely aided in its past growth, may still be used 
for its augmentation. 

Ic is recommended, that out of the income of the Binding 
Fund for 1887, not to exceed $250 be appropriated for the 
binding needs of the society for the present year, to be used 
under the direction of the library committee. 

The several donors, with the aggregate amount of their 
contributions, together with other accessions going to make 
up the fund, have been as follows: 



Hon. Alexander Mitchell. . |1,000 

Hon. Cyrus Woodman 350 

Hon. C. C. Washburn ...... 800 

Samuel MarshaU 300 

Hon. Pbiletus Sawyer 300 

Rev. R. M. Hodges, D. D . . 140 

Hon. James Sutherland . . . 108 

Hon. John Catlin 100 

Hon. G. W. Allen 100 

Charles Fairchild 100 

Hon. Andrew Proudflt 100 

Hon. John F. Potter 100 

Hon. George W. Childs ... 100 

Peter D. Armour 100 

Hon. B. J. Stevens 70 

Hon. Stephen Taylor 50 

Hon. James T. Lewis 50 

CoL Richard Dunbar 50 

Terrill Thomas 60 

Gen. J. J. Guppey 50 

Hon. M. H. Carpenter 50 

Hon. G. W. Bradford 50 

Hon. John A. Rice 50 

W. H. Metcalf. 50 

•Gen. John Lawler 50 

Daniel Stone 50 

Hon. Horace Chase. 40 

S. Alof sen. 25 

Hon. John Johnston 25 

H. M. Wadleigh. 25 

Matthew Wadleigh. 25 

Hon. John L. Mitchell 25 

Edwin Hale Abbot 25 

W. B. Champion 20 

T.Laidler 20 

Col. Thomas Reynolds 20 

Gen. C. P. Chapman 20 

Hon. R H Baker. 20 

Hon. Gerrit Smith 20 

Hon. Wm. Plocker 20 

Hon. £. D. Holton 20 

J. H. Carpenter, LL. D. . . . 20 

CoL C. C. G. Thornton 20 

Maj. F.W.Oakley 20 



00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
34 
00 
00 
00 
00 

ooi 

OOi 
00' 
00' 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 

ool 

00 

ool 

00' 
00 
00, 
OOi 

oo! 
oo' 

001 
oo! 
00" 
OOi 

ool 

00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 



Hon. J. G. Thorp 20 00 

Hon. D. K Tenney 20 00 

Hod. M. M. Jackson 20 00 

Hon. John A. Johnson ... 20 00 

Wayne Ramsay 20 00 

Howard Morris 20 00 

Hon. H. Ludington 20 00 

W.C. Todd 20 00 

Hon. Daniel Wells, Jr. . . . 20 00 

Hon. Enoch ChaAe 20 00 

Hon. Wm. E. Cramer 20 00 

R. G. Thwaites 20 00 

George Raymer 20 00 

R M. Pereies 20 00 

I.J. Pereies. 20 00 

"AFriend" 20 00 

Hon. R. M. La Follette. . 20 00 

Hon. W. P. Lyon 20 00 

Simon Gratz 20 00 

Halle Steensland 20 00 

Mrs. C. J. Oatlin 20 00 

Hon. John Black 15 00 

Hon . Philo White 12 50 

Hon. George H. Paul 10 00 

Hon. Morgan L. Martin. . 10 00 

Mason G. Smith 10 00 

Hon . A . A . Arnold 5 50 

Miss Clara M. Stevens 5 00 

Mrs. L. M. Thomas 5 00 

George Plumer Smith .... 5 00 

Gen . John H . Rountree . 5 00 

W. D. Whitney 5 00 

Robert L. Harris 5 00 

Balance of Librarians* En- 
tertainment 2 50 

W. F. Sanders 2 00 

Hon. George Gary 2 00 

J. B. Holbrook 2 00 

C. M. Thurston 1 60 

Hon. E. N. Foster 1 50 

F. T. Haseltine 1 00 

H. M.Nicholson 1 00 

Hon. A. S.McDill 76 
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SUMMARY. 

\ 

Donations .^. . . . |4, 755 59 

Collected interest, 1867-1880 7,063 99 

Daplicates sold, 1867-1886 8, 686 69 

Membership fees, net, 1867-1886 1, 620 46 

Rent of Texas land, 1884 1886 28 90 

Total $17, 150 52 

The annual increase of the Binding Fund since its incep- 
tion in 1807 is shown by the following table; 



Date. 


Increase. 


Total 


Date. 


Increase. 
|;795 10 


Total. 


January, 1867 




1100 00 


January, 1878 
January, 1879 


$5,595 51 
6, 524 49 


January, 1868 


$8 10 


108 10 


928 98 


January, 1869 


64 63 


172 78 


January, 1880 


920 73 


7,445 22 


January, 1870 


195 79 


368 62 


January, 1881 


888 67 


8, 333 89 


January, 1871 


89 55 


458 07 


January, 1882 


1, 033 56 


9, 367 45 


January, 1872 


198 81 


656 38 


January, 1883 


912 51 


10,279 96 


January, 1873 


173 43 


829 81 


January, 1884 


1,134 25 


11,414 21 


January, 1874 


973 78 


1,803 59 


January, 1885 


1,201 62 


12,615 83 


January, 1875 


921 02 


2,724 61 


January, 1886 


1,567 48 


14, 183 81 


January, 1876 


1,343 82 


4, 068 43 


January, 1887 


2,967 21 


17, 1(50 62 


January, 1877 


731 98 


4,800 41 









Now that the Binding Fund is practically made up, a new 
fund is suggested, to be called the Antiquarian Fund. It is 
often the case that when some desirable object connected 
with the antiquities or history of Wisconsin is presented for 
our consideration, the book wants of the library are so 
pressing, that the new offering, however much we might 
desire to obtain it, is necessarily refused or put off to some 
more convenient season, and thus forever lost to our collec- 
tion, where all such Wisconsin gatherings should be brought 
together. But if we had a special fund for this purpose, 
then we could readily avail ourselves of such opportunities, 
thus increasing the utility of the society, and promoting the 
cause of antiquarian research. The American Antiquarian 
Society, of Worcester, Mass., has had a fund of many years^ 
standing, called in part the Research Fund; yet our field of 
antiquities is far richer than any to be found in New Eng- 
land. 
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We can set apart for an Antiquarian Fund whatever dona- 
tions may come to the society, not especially designated for 
other purposes, together with a portion of the other s6urces 
of income, which have heretofore been assigned to the bind- 
ing fund. It is not necessary to fix, in advance, the limit of 
this fund before beginning to use its income, or a portion of 
it. We can wisely leave this to time and circumstances to 
determine. 

The tenth volume of the Society's collections, which has 
proved far more difficult in its preparation than any former 
one, beside the labor of making a general index for the 
whole series, has been delayed far beyond our expectations. 
It will, however, be pushed to early completion. 

It is recommended that the salary of the second assistant 
librarian. Miss Durrio, be increased $200 a year. Her seven- 
teen years of faithful services, with only one small increase 
of salary during that period, well entitles her to this ac- 
knowledgment, regretting that the general fund of the 
society is so limited, and the demands upon it so numerous, 
as not to warrant a more liberal recognition. 

There is everywhere among thoughtful men a reverence 
for great collections of books — the embodiment of the best 
thoughts, and the congregated wisdom and knowledge of 
all ages of the world. We must disabuse ourselves of the 
idea that these great book accumulations can ever be made 
complete, or even sufficient for their purpose. Just think of 
it — the public libraries of this country are estimated to ag- 
gregate nearly, if not quite, fourteen millions of volumes; 
and yet not one of these collections is able to meet a tithe of 
the demands upon it for recorded knowledge. Investiga- 
tions of every conceivable nature are being prosecuted in 
this inquisitive age to their utmost extent — limited only 
for want of additional sources of research. 

And thus it is that all public libraries that desire to keep 
pace with the advancing progress of knowledge and civili- 
zation, keenly realize their need of larger pecuniary re- 
sources to increase their collections and enhance their use- 
fulness. We should not always look to the State for any 
considerable amount of aid — nor, indeed, for any assistance 
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after the society can secure proper endowments for its inde- 
pendent maintenance. Children, in their helpless infancy, 
require parental care and support; but, as they reach the pe- 
riod of manhood, they are very properly taught to take care 
of themselves. So with public libraries, fostered in their 
weakness by state aid, when they attain the age of ma- 
turity, they should seek for means of support, not merely 
for their immediate needs, but for their steady expansion in 
all the departments of history, literature and art. 

Let it never for a moment be forgotten that all great suc- 
cess in this direction must come, not from the doling out of 
reluctant state appropriations; but from generous gifts from 
wise and considerate men and women. Our society must 
look forward hopefully for such liberal-hearted persons in 
Wisconsin to place it in position for largely increased use- 
fulness. 

Experience is the best teacher in the founding and pro- 
gress of public libraries. When Sir Hans Sloane, in 1753, 
bequeathed his fifty thousand volumes of books and MSS. 
to the British nation, he little dreamed of the magnificent 
proportions to which the British Museum was destined to 
attain in the ensuing one hundred and thirty years. While 
it has had the aid and encouragement of the government, 
much of its splendid collections has been largely the result 
of private munificence. Kings have added their royal libra- 
ries, while other noble contributions found their way to its 
shelves — such as the Harleian MSS., consisting of over 
7,000 volumes, and numbering 40,000 documents; the Cotton- 
ian MSS., embracing upwards of 20,000 articles, among 
which is the original of the Magna Charter — the foundation 
of British constitutional freedom, wrung by the sturdy 
barons from the reluctant King John, in 1215; the Lans- 
downe MSS., consisting of 1,245 volumes; the valuable Gren- 
ville library, bequeathed, in 1846, as an acknowledgment 
by the testator of the income derived from a government 
sinecure — an almost unparalleled instance where means 
thus obtained subsequently returned to the nation with am- 
ple interest. 

Such generous gifts, supplemented by the steady backing 
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of the British government, have combined to swell the li- 
brary of the British Museum, in the course of one hundred 
and thirty years, to over a million and a half of volumes — 
second only to the great National Library of France, which 
looms up to two millions and three hundred thousand vol- 
umes. 

Not the British Museum alone points to private generosity 
for its foundation and prosperity; but the National Gallery, 
University of London, Victoria University, the Royal Soci- 
ety, and many other noble institutions of Great Britain 
and continental Europe as well. 

In our own country, the great Library of Congress dates 
the inception of its rehabilitation, after its destruction by 
the torch of war in 1814, to the noble private library of Jef- 
ferson, and now it numbers well-nigh three-quarters of a 
million of volumes. The Boston Public Library, with its 
500,000 volumes; Harvard College, with its 375,000 volumes; 
Astor Library, with its 235,000 volumes; the Library Com- 
pany, of Philadelphia, the child of Franklin, with its 150,000 
volumes; Yale College, with its 130,000 volumes — all, save 
in part the Boston Public Library, are the product of private 
benefactions. 

To the munificence of one man, and he not an American, 
we are indebted for the Smithsonian Institution; and to the 
noble generosity of the Astors, Lenox, Newberry and other 
public benefactors, the American people owe a debt of grat- 
itude, more sincere and more enduring than all the monu- 
ments of stone or marble that could possibly be reared to 
their memories. Two men, hitherto unknown to fame, have 
recently bequeathed to Harvard University nine hundred 
thousand dollars. 

We want more such far-seeing, large-hearted friends of 
the human race. Our own society stands in pressing need 
of such benefactors. Compared with most of the great 
public libraries of the old and the new world, ours is yet in 
its infancy. It is occupying apartments not its own, and 
their use grudgingly accorded to it, and which are too con- 
tracted to subserve its purposes scarcely a single generation. 
It has only one endowed fund after twenty years' persistent 
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eflforts to secure it. We need a large Gkneral Fund, so as 
to cease bein^ a pauper on the state treasury; we need a 
special fund, the income of which to be devoted to historic 
investigations, and the procurement of historical manu- 
scripts and other rarities. Above all, we need a large- 
hearted friend, with a clear foresight of the Society's future 
growth and needs, to provide for it an ample hall, with 
every facility for its comfort and usefulness, and every pro- 
tection possible for the safety of its inestimable treasures. 
Such a friend and benefactor would not only confer a great 
and lasting public favor, but would deservedly embalm his 
name and memory in the hearts of the people. 

LIBRARY ADDITIONS. 

The library additions for the year have been 2,575 vol- 
umes, of which 1,831 were by purchase and 744 by donation 
and binding of newspaper files; and 2,935 pamphlets have 
been received, 2,132 of which were by donation, 493 by pur- 
chase, and 310 made from newspaper and magazine clip- 
pings — making an increase of books and pamphlets, 5,510. 

Of the book additions, 42 were of folio size, and 180 
quartos — increasing the number of folios in the library to 
4,899 and the quartos to 5,091, and both together to 9,990. 
We can best realize the strength of the library by citing 
that of a few of the departments: Bound newspaper files, 
4,942; British and American patent reports, 4,561; genealogy 
and heraldry, 1,039; Shakesperean literature, 892; maps and 
atlases, 972. 

Among these book acquisitions a few may be specially 
mentioned: A series of 43 rare works on bibliography; An- 
nales de la Propagation de la Foix, 53 volumes, 8vo; Abbe 
Prevost's Historic General des Voyages, 17i9-61, 64 volumes; 
Flassan's History of French Diplomacy, Paris, 1811, 7 vol- 
umes; Thevenot's Travels in Foreign Parts, in German, 2 
volumes, 4ro, 1682; New Annual Register, 1805-2S, 23 volumes; 
Herrera's General History of America, London, 1772-76, 6 
volumes; Milman's History of Latin Christianity, 8 volumes; 
Nautical Magazine and Naval Chronicle, London, 1832-54, 23 
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volumes; Mirror of Literature, 18 volumes, to complete ouj 
set; BoydelFs Shakespeare, 9 folio volumes, and 96 other rare 
works on Shakespeareana; reprint of Lescarbot's Histoire de 
la NouvdUe France, 3 volumes; Arber's First Three English 
Books on America, 1511-55, translated from the writings of 
Mastrie, Munster and Cabot, Birmingham, 1885, 4to; L'lnter- 
mediare, Paris, 1864-85, 18 volumes, an antiquarian work of 
the same character as the Notes and Queries, of London. 

But the great accession to the library for the past year, 
or, indeed, for many years, is the superb copy of Lord Kings- 
borough's magnificent work on the Antiquities of Mexico, 
with colored facsimiles of ancient Mexican paintings and 
heiroglyphics, London, 1831-48, 9 volumes imperial folio. Only 
150 sets of this invaluable work were published, which impov- 
erished its noble patron, and, after expending $150,000 on the 
publication, he died in prison, refusing to liquidate the bill 
of an extortionate paper-maker. For this great and rare work 
our society is under lasting obligations to its generous presi- 
dent, Hon. John A. Rice. 



LIBRARY ADDITIONS — SUMMARY. 
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American patents 26 

British patents 88 

American history and travel. ... 70 

American local history 68 

American revolutionary war his- 
tory 2 

American Indians 14 

State histories and documents . .136 
United States documents and 

surveys 367 

Slavery and civil war 10 

Canada 23 

Magazines and reviews 308 

Historical and learned societies. 25 

American biography 40 

Foreign biography 80 

Geanology and heraldry 26 

Foreign history 128 

Antiquities and archaeology ... 22 

Great Britain, history 67 

Cyclopedias and dictionaries 19 

Language and philology 29 

Bibliography 83 

Social science 16 



English literature 76 

Religious history, etc 117 

Education 12 

Science 78 

Drama 24 

Directories 87 

Almanacs and registers 47 

Voyages and traveU : . 118 

Bound newspaper files 134 

Atlases 9 

Shakespeareana 158 

Fine arts 11 

Law 12 

Politics and government 16 

Medical 108 

G. Britain, biography 94 

Foreign literature 16 

Secret societies 4 

Coin and currency 14 

Miscellaneous 18 

2, 575 
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PROGRESSIVE LIBRARY INCREASE, 

The past and present condition of the Library is shown in 
the following table: 



DATE. 


Volumes 
added. 


Documents 

and 
Pamphlet& 


Both 
together. 


Total in 
Library. 


1854, Jan . 1 


50 
1,000 
1,065 




60 
2,000 
8,065 
1,306 
1,988 
1,607 
2,628 
1,971 
1,391 
2,917 
604 
746 
1,174 
8,784 
6,505 
8,620 
7,168 
8,842 
5,000 
8,694 
8,080 
8,181 
4,615 
5,156 
6,908 
4,041 
5,077 
4, 591 
4,227 
5,189 
4,479 
4,891 
4,098 
5,509 


60 


1856, Jan. 2 


1,000 
2.000 


2,060 


1856, Jan. 1 


6,115 


1867, Jan. 6 


1,005 800 


6,420 


1868, Jan. 1 


1,024 

1,107 

1,800 

887 

610 

544 

248 

620 

868 

928 

5,462 

2,838 

928 

1,970 

1,211 

2,166 

1,858 

1.945 

2,851 

2,820 

1,818 

2,214 

2,050 

1,884 

2,741 

2, 856 

1,988 

2,546 

2,130 

2,574 


959 

500 

728 

1,184 

711 

2,378 

856 

226 

806 

2,811 

1,048 

682 

6,240 

1,872 

8.789 

1,528 

1,178 

1,186 

1, 764 

2,336 

5,090 

1,827 

8,027 

2,707 

1,486 

2,838 

2,496 

1,845 

1,968 

2,935 


8,403 


1859, Jan. 4 


10, 010 


1660. Jan. 8 


12,688 


1861, Jan. 2 


14,504 


1862, Jan. 2 


15,825 


1863, Jan. 2 


18, 742 


1864, Jan. 2 


19,846 


1865. Jan. 8 


20,092 


louu, J an . «. •• 

loOi. tjan. o. .a... ...... 

1868, Jan. 4 


21,266 
25,000 
81,606 


1869, Jan . 1 


86,026 


1870, Jan. 4 

1871, Jan. 8 

1872, Jan. 2 


42, 188 
46, 530 
60,580 


1878. Jan. 2 


54, 224 


1874, Jan. 2 


57, 254 


1875, Jan. 2 


60,885 


1876, Jan. 4 


65,000 


1877. Jan. 2 


70, 156 


1878, Jan, 2 

1879, Jan. 8 


77,064 
81,106 


1880. Jan 6 


86, 182 


1881, Jan. 8 

1882, Jan. 8 


90,773 
95,000 


1883, Jan. 2 


100, 189 


1884, Jan. 2 


104, 668 


1885, Jan. 2 

1886. Jan. 7 


109,059 
113,157 


1887, Jan. 6 


118, 666 


Total 


57,935 


60, 781 


118,666 









MS. HISTORICAL NARRATIVES RECEIVED. 

A paper on The French Fortifications near the Mouth of 
the Wisconsin, by Prof. James D. Butler, LL. D. 

Tay-che-bo-rah — the Four Lake Country, by Dr. J. D. 
Butler. 

Notes on the Black Hawk War, by Hon. Peter Parkin- 
son, Jr, 
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CoL Henry Gratiot — a Pioneer of Wisconsin, by Hon. E. 
B. Washburn e. 

Early Wisconsin Exploration and Settlement, by Hon. 
James Sutherland. 

French Fort at Prairie du Chien a Myth, by C. W. Butter- 
field. 

Autograph Collections of the vSigners of the Declaration 
of .Independence and of the Constitution, by Lyman C. 
Draper. 

Sketch of Dr. O. M. Conover, by Hon. Orsamus Cole. 

Sketch of Dr. Conover, by Rev. C. H. Richards, D. D. 

Sketch of Hon. Andrew Proudfit, by Hon. B. J. Stevens. 

Narrative on^the Wisconsin and Sauk Indians, in 1834, by 
Rev. Cutting Marsh. 

Sketch of Peter D. Hugunin, a Wisconsin Pioneer, by 
Henry M. Hugunin. 

Bound Newspaper Files. — The following additions indi- 
cate their number and the period of their publication: 

Year. Vols. 

SL Dominique Mmiteur General 1791-98 $ 

Salem, Massachusetts, Gazette 1812 1 

Hudson, New York, Balance and Repertory 1803, 06 2 

Philadelphia Literary Gazette 1821 1 

New Haven, Connecticut, Relifcious Intelligencer 1822-85 9 

New York Plain Dealer 1836-42 1 

Windsor, Vermont, Citizen Soldier 1840-41 1 

New York Independent 1867-69 1 

Our Continent 1882 1 

Chicago Scandinavian 1882-^ 1 

Washington, D. a, National Tribune 1883-^ ] 

Washington Congressional Record 1884-85 4 

United States Patent Office Gazette , 1885-86 5 

New York Amusement Gazette 1885-86 1 

Chicago Times 1886 4 

Chicago Tribune 1886 4 

New York Tribune 1886 2 

New York World 1886 2 

Wisconsin Newspapers 1888-86 90 

134 



18 

Of the newspaper additions, three volumes were published 
in the eighteenth century, and the remainder in the present 
century. Of the seventeenth century, our bound files now 
number 76 volumes; of the eighteenth century, 536 volumes; 
of the present century, 4,330, making a grand total of 4,942. 
Of the Revolutionary period, and before, our rich collec- 
tion may be regarded as almost matchless. 

LIST OF PERIODICALS RECEIVED. 

Weekly, 5 — 

Littell'd Liviag Age Boston. 

Nation New York. 

PublisherB* Weekly New York. 

U. a Patent Office Gazette .. Washington. 

Aegis Madison. 

Monthly, 15 — 

North American Review New York. 

Magazine of American History New York. 

Magazine of Western History Cleveland. 

Massachosetts Magazine Boston. 

Andover Review Boston. 

Library Journal New York. 

Literary News New York. 

Journal of the Franklin Institute Philadelphia. 

' Bangor Historical Magazine Bangor, Me. 

Dial Chicago. 

Civil Service Record Boston. 

Canadian Patent Office Record Toronto. 

Clinique Chicago. 

Wisconsin Journal of Education Madison. 

Manifesto Shaker Village, N. H. 

Bi-Monthly, 2 — 

American Antiquarian Chicago. 

Intermediare Paris. 

Quarterly, 18— 

Penn. Magazine of History and Biography .... Philadelphia. 

Historical and Genealogical Register Boston. 

New York Genealogical and Biographical 
Record New York . 

Maine History and Genealogical Recorder Portland. 

Rhode Island Historical Magazine Newport. 

Iowa Historical Record Iowa City. 

Library Notes Boston. 

Canadian Record of Science , Montreal 
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Proceedings of the Canadian Institute Toronto. 

Canadian Antiquarian and Numismatic Jour- 
nal Montreal. 

Essex Institute Collections Salem, Mass. 

African Repository Washington. 

Art Oallery, — Photographic portrait of Hon. James Suth 
erland, life size, taken by Geo. W. Wise, gilt frame, from Mr. 
Sutherland; cabinet photograph of Mrs. Louisa M. Brayton^ 
first school teacher of Madison, Wis., 1838, from Col. Gee. W. 
Bird, by R. G. Thwaites; large size photograph of James 
Bridger, a noted Rocky Mountain explorer and discoverer 
of the Yellowstone Park, from Mr. Stevenson of the interior 
department, Washington, D. C; cabinet photograph of Wm. 
N. Seymour, an early settler of Madison, Wis., neatly framed, 
purchased; crayon portrait of Lt. Col Geo. H. Stevens, of 
2d Wis. infantry, killed at Battle of Gettysburg, Pa., July 
1, 1863, from his brother Charles A. Stevens, of Shakopee, 
Minn.; cabinet photograph of Hon. Warren Chase of Cali- 
fornia, a member of the first and second Wis. Constitutional 
conventions; cabinet photograph of Silas Chapman of Mil- 
waukee, Wi3., from MV. Chapman; engraved portrait, of 
DeWitt Clinton, Wm. H. Harrison and James Vick, and a 
cabinet photograph of Washington and Lincoln, in gilt 
frames from Mrs. E. M. Williamson, of Madison; litho- 
graphed portraits of Richard Dobbs Spaight, Jas. McHenry, 
Wm. Few and Abraham Clark, and engraved portraits of 
Josiah Bartlett, Caleb Strong, Patrick Henry and Oliver 
Ellsworth, from Dr. John S. H. Fogg of Boston, Mass. 

An elegant oil portrait of the late Dr. O. M. Conover, paint* 
ed by J. R. Stuart, fine gilt frame, from his family. There 
are now in the gallery one hundred and thirty -five oil and 
crayon paintings. 

An oil painting of large cabinet siza of F. F. Lydston, a 
well-known pioneer artist of Milwaukee, painted by himself 
— presented by Mr. Lydston, through Hon. Frank A. 
Flower. 

CABINET ADDITIONS. 

Antiquities aud Natural History. — A collection of one 
hundred and fifty-six blue-stone beads (stone and copper), 



20 

found near the Yadkin river, N. C, fifteen feet below the 
surface, in 1874, presented by J. H. Foot, Delaplane, N. C. 
Stone war club, brought from Dakota and presented by 
Hon. J. T. Kingston. Portions of a skeleton, taken from a 
mound on the south side of Buffalo Lake, near Montello, five 
feet below the surface, by F. J. Turner, H. B. Newman, Mer- 
rill Perkins and L. S. Pease. Three large and fine specimens 
of coquina stone, from Indian Kiver and the Atlantic coast 
in Florida, presented by Mrs. Frances E. B. Latham, of 
Micco, Brevard county, Florida. Specimens of lignite, found 
on the premises of J. E. Mann, near New Salem, Morton 
county, Dakota, and petrified wood, from the same place, 
presented by Mr. Mann. A curious stone formation hoof- 
shaped, and a collection of twelve small fossils, found near 
the outlet of Lake Mendota, and a specimen of moss, from 
Lake Spliigen, Switzerland, from Mrs. Jacob Bingel, of Mad- 
ison, Wis. Sword of saw fish, cow fish, scales of tarpon fish 
and part of a leaf of the cabbage palmetto, brought from 
Florida and presented by O. W. Thornton, of Madison, Wis. 
Small specimen of coral, from Rockbridge, Richland county. 
Wis., from M. H. B. Cunningham, of Rockbyidge, Wis. Spec- 
imen of what is known as trap-door spider's nest, made of 
clay, from Los Angeles, Cal., from H. W. Lovejoy. Two 
stone axes, grooved, a small copper ax one and three-quar- 
ters inches wide by five inches long, a copper spear three 
and a half inches long, and fragments of pottery, from 
Stockbridge, Wis., together with a foot of a lynx, from Miss 
J. E. Marsh. Lower jaw of, probably, an Indian, and an 
iron knife with a wooden handle, found in a mound in Mus- 
kegon, Mich., near Lake Michigan, from F. H. Varney, of 
Muskegon. 

Autographs and Manuscripts. — Sermon preached by Rev. 
George Wells, 11th regiment of Wisconsin volunteers, after 
the assault on Fort Blakeley, April, 1865, from Capt. W. S. 
McCready, of Black Hawk, Wis.; letter of Richard Clai- 
borne, of Richmond, Va., Feb. 28, 1781; of F. B, Carpenter, 
artist, Dec. 12, 1853; Thomas C. Amory, Boston, Aug. 14, 1858; 
Joseph Henry, LL. D., of Smithsonian Institution, July 2, 1849; 
Gideon Hawley, LL. D., Albany, N. Y., April 14, 1852; Wm. 
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Allibone, Jr., Philadelphia, Dec. 17, 1812; Prof. Ebenezer Em- 
mons, Albany, April 16, 1845; Prof. Jas. Hall, Albany, N. Y., 
May 31, 1849; B. F. Hallett, Boston, Mass., Dec. 3, 1853; Chief 
Justice Thos. S. Williams, Hartford, Ct., Nov. 26, 1853; Geo. 
W. Kendall, Santa Fe, Feb. 3, 1861; Dr. T. R. Beck, Albany, 
N. Y., July, 1841; Nicholas Biddle, Philadelphia, May 13, 
1833; Qov. John Davis, Washington, D. C, Jan. 15, 1838, pur- 
chased; letter of Mrs. Sarah Bracken, wife of Charles 
Bracken, Cynthiana, Ky., July 21, 1832, to Mary J. McKown, 
of Pittsburg, Pa„ referring to Mr. Bracken's experience at 
the battle of Peckatonica, in the Black Hawk war, from R. 
Q. Thwaites; letter of Dr. I. A. Lapham, July 15, 1854, to L. 
J. Farwell, on the organizing of a Natural History Society 
of Wisconsin, from Frank F. Proudfit; medical diploma of 
Dr. Harmon Van Duzen, from Onondaga County, (N. Y.) 
Medical Society, Dec. 1, 1826, from Wisconsin State Medical 
Society; copies of muster rolls of a company of artillery 
under command of Lieut. Porter Hanks, in the regiment of 
the U. S. army commanded by Col. Henry Barbank, at 
Michilemackinac, Mich., from Sept. 30, 181 J, to April 30, 
181'^ from Capt. D. H. Kelton, U. S. A., Cantonment Uncom- 
pahgre, Colo.; original records of the organization of the 
town of Milwaukee, Sept. 7, 1835, to May 3, 1837, relative to 
election of town and county officers, etc., from Jas. S. Buck, 
Milwaukee; letter of Hon. Thos. F. Bayard,Washington, D. C, 
July 19, 1886, from Hon. F. A. Flower; fac simile of Gen. 
Lewis Cass' letter to river and harbor improvement conven- 
tion, 1848, from £. M. Hugunin; signature of Lieut. Jas. B. 
Lockwood, of 23d U. S« Infantry, to a ration return, October, 
1880, at Uncompahgre, Colo., who died at Camp Clay, Grin- 
nel Land, in arctic region, April 9, 188i; warranty deed of 
lands on the Mohawk river, in the county of Albany, N. Y., 
on parchment, dated Sept. 19, 1764, from Jacob, Arent, Vic- 
tore and Cornelius Potman to Mary Bowen, from Nich. 
Smith, of Janesville, Wis.; autograph letters, signed, of Rich- 
ard Stockton and James Madison, purchased; MSS. journal 
of an overland journey from Madison, Wis., to California in 
1849, by A. E. Brooks, in a quarto blank book, deposited by 
Mr. Brooks: an autograph document, signed, of John Hart, 
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of New Jersey, a signer of the declaration of Independence, 
rare and valuable, from Gen. Wm. S. Stryker, Trenton, New 
Jersey. 

Coins, Currency and Medals. — Altered bank notes of Sauk 
City Bank, and Bank of Eau Claire— bills raised and passed 
by Lawrence Smith and one HoUenberg, at Wausau, Wis., 
in February, 1859, who were arrested in attempting to es- 
cape, by J. C. Clarke, sheriff of Marathon county, Wis., from 
Mr. Clarke; two dollar note of State Bank of Elizabethtown, 
N. J., May 2, 1837, from J. F. Hubbard, Plainfield, N. J.; one 
skilling Danske, 1771, copper, and one Bank of Montreal bank 
token, 1842, from Mrs. S. Lampman, West Bend, Iowa; sil- 
ver medal "Liberty enlightening the world," and gold 
medal "New York and Brooklyn bridge,'' from Byron 
Andrews, New York. 

Indian Curiosities. — Indian war club, carved work, said 
to have been used in the Black Hawk war; an Indian flute; 
painted wooden mask, brought from the northwest coast 
near Columbia river; black stone pipe, seven and a half 
inches long, handsomely carved, from the same locality; 
small red pipe-stone pipe, two and a half inches long, and a 
small white stone pipe; two hand-made woolen bags, by In- 
dian women, with wild rice; Indian deer call, made of wood, 
seven and a half inches long; iron pointed war spear and 
scabbard of bead work, taken from the owner by the man 
who killed him, and six Indian arrows, iron pointed and 
plumed, articles collected by Rev. Cutting Marsh, a pioneer 
Congregational minister of Wisconsin, and presented by his 
daughter. Miss S. E. Marsh; a stone buffalo skinner, from 
Vermillion river, Dakota, from Hon. F. A. Flower; small 
sampler, made by an Indian girl fifteen years old, and a 
larger one made at Maumee Indian station, Ohio« in April,. 
1830, by Maria Cartwright, an Indian half-breed girl, from 
Miss S. E. Marsh; a bill of C. Bresette, an Indian black- 
smith at Bayfield, Wis., against Col. J. H. Knight, Septem- 
ber, 1881, made out in hieroglyphic language, from Col. J. H. 
Knight. 

Maps and Atlases. — Lapham's map of Wisconsin on rol- 
lers, 1840: Taylors map of Wisconsin land district, on rollers^ 
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1838; map of Helena, Wis., no date; Nicollet's map of Upper 
Mississippi country, 1843; Dahl's map of Chippewa county. 
Wis., cloth, 1873; Temple's map of Mineral Point, Wis., cloth, 
1855; early territorial map of Wisconsin on rollers, no date; 
Chandler's map of Wisconsin lead mines, rollers, 1829; Hath- 
away 's map of Wisconsin, on rollers, 1837; map of Plymouth, 
Iowa county. Wis., on rollers, no date; and U. S. map of 
Texas, etc., on rollers, 1844, from Hon. Cyrus Woodman of 
Cambridge, Mass.; railroad and sectional map of Iowa, on 
rollers, 1886, from Warner & Foote, Minneapolis, Minn.; a 
set of seventeen Kentucky geological maps, in sheet form, 
from Prof. John R. Proctor, director of the survey ; large 
map of the seat of the Black Hawk war, 1832, in India ink, 
prepared by R. G. Thwaites, and presented by him. 

Miscellaneous. — Copy of proceedings of the bar of Craw- 
ford county. Wis., August 11, 1851, on the death of Hon. 
Daniel G. Fenton, member of the second constitutional con- 
vention, printed on silk, and neatly framed, from Mrs. D. G. 
Fenton; two brass candlesticks, formerly used by Gen. 
Nicholas Herkimer, who died of wounds received at the 
battle of Oriskany, N. Y., 1777, from Mrs. Jerome Devoe, of 
Madison,Wis., a descendantol Gen. Herkimer; Pennsylvania 
Gazette, July 10, 1770, containing the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, from L. C. Draper; American Mercury, Hartford, 
Ct., October 24, 1701, taken from the oflBce of the Vicksburg 
Whig, July 0, 1863, by Mrs. Francis Fuller, from Dr. J. D. 
Butler; twelve electrotypes and wood cuts, illustrative of 
Winnebago county. Wis., history in 1855, engraved for and 
published in Mitchell & Osborn's history of that county in 
1856, from Hon. Joseph H. Osborn, of Oshkosh, Wis.; large 
lithographic sheet of portraits of editors of newspapers, in 
the larger cities of the United States, 1885, from R. G. 
Thwaites; sword, deposited by Salmon Brown, of Kilbourne 
City, Wis., supposed to have been carried by Capt. John 
Brown, who died at New York City in the Revolutionary war, 
— he was the grandfather of John Brown of Harper's Ferry 
fame; iron cow strap, from Norway, reputed to be 100 years 
old, from Mrs. F. A. Buckman, Stoughton, Wis. 

Unbound /yeria/^.— Edinburgh Review, 19 numbers; 23 
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numbers London Quarterly^ 15 numbers Westminster Re- 
view, 19 numbers of Popular Science Review, 36 
numbers Macmillan's Magazine, 23 numbers Eclec- 
tic Magazine, 14 numbers Harper's Magazine, 16 numbers 
Catholic World, 25 numbers Overland Monthly, 18 numbers 
Atlantic Monthly, 14 numbers Century Magazine, 138 num- 
bers Science, 22 numbers Fortnightly Magazine, 37 numbers 
Nineteenth Century, 28 numbers Blackwood's Magazine, 16 
numbers Van Nostrand's Magazine, 35 numbers The Rad* 
ical, 50 numbers American Journal of Science, 537 numbers 
Scientific American, 10 numbers Biblical Repository — pur- 
chased; New York Independent, newspaper, July 26, 1883- 
July 13, 1885; Christian Intelligencer, July 13, 1882-July 8, 
1886; Unitarian Review, 1874-78, incomplete, from Rev. J. 
H. Crocker, and 160 numbers magazines and reviews, and 
New York Independent, 1868-72 and 1882-84, nearly com- 
plete, from Yale College library. 

Contributions for Exchanges. — One hundred copies vol- 
ume VI., transactions of the Wisconsin Academy of Science; 
100 Wisconsin AgricultuHal and Horticultural Reports for 
1886; 50 Roster of Wisconsin Volunteers, volume L; 40 Re- 
ports of State Board of Health, 1885; 25 Northern Wiscon- 
sin Agricultural and Mechanical Association Reports for 
1886; 25 volumes of volume IV,, Washburn Observatory 
publications, from the state of Wisconsin; 10 copies of Re- 
port of the Madison Board of Education, 1885, from Prof. W. 
H. Beach; 10 Thwaites' History of Madison Public Schools, 
from R. Q. Thwaites; 10 Trade and Commerce of Milwau- 
kee, 18S5, from Milwaukee Chamber of Commerce; 25 Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin Catalogues, 1885-6, and 25 for 18S6-7, 
from President Bascom; 6 copies of Report of Commissioner 
of Labor Statistics, 1886, from Hon. F. A. Flower; 4 Record 
of Madison Literary Club, from R. G. Thwaites; and 3 copies 
of Transactions Wisconsin State Medical Society, 1886, from 
Dr. J. T. Reeve, secretary. 
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volumes; Mirror of Literature, 18 volumes, to complete ouj 
set; Boydell's Shakespeare, 9 folio volumes, and 96 other rare 
works on Shakespeareana; reprint of Lescarbot's Histoire de 
la Nouvelle France, 3 volumes; Arber's First Three English 
Baoks on America, 1511-55, translated from the writings of 
Mastrie, Munster and Cabot, Birmingham, 1885, 4to; L'Inter- 
mediare, Paris, 1864-85, 18 volumes, an antiquarian work of 
the same character as the Notes and Queries, of London. 

But the great accession to the library for the past year, 
or, indeed, for many years, is the superb copy of Lord Kings- 
borough's magnificent work on the Antiquities of Mexico, 
with colored fac- similes of ancient Mexican paintings and 
heiroglyphics, London, 1831-48, 9 volumes imperial folio. Only 
150 sets of this invaluable work were published, which impov- 
erished its noble patron, and, after expending $150,000 on the 
publication, he died in prison, refusing to liquidate the bill 
of an extortionate-paper-maker. For this great and rare work 
our society is under lasting obligations to its generous presi- 
dent, Hon. John A. Rice. 



LIBRARY ADDITIONS — SUMMARY. 



American patents 26 

British patents 88 

American history and travel 70 

American local history 63 

American revolutionary war his- 
tory 2 

American Indians 14 

State histories and documents . .136 
United States documents and 

surveys 267 

Slavery and civil war 10 

Canada 23 

Magazines and reviews 308 

Historical and learned societies. 25 

American biography 40 

Foreign biography 30 

Geanology and heraldry 26 

Foreign history; 128 

Antiquities and archaBology ... 22 

Great Britain, history 67 

Cyclopedias and dictionaries 19 

Language and philology 29 

Bibliography 83 

Social science 16 



English literature 76 

Religious history, etc 117 

Education 12 

Science 78 

Drama 24 

Directories 37 

Almanacs and registers 47 

Voyages and travels : .113 

BouQd newspaper files \ 134 

Atlases 9 

Shakespeareana 153 

Fine arts 11 

Law 12 

Politics and government 16 

Medical 103 

G. Britain, biography 94 

Foreign literature 16 

Secret societies 4 

Coin and currency 14 

Miscellaneous 18 

2, 575 
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DONORS OF BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS. 



From Individuals. 
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Lewis, T. H 

LogaD, Qen. John A 

Lovejoy, H. W 

Low, Lyman H 

McDonnf^ll Bros 

Mallett, Edmond 

Manchester, Rev. Alfred. . . 

Mayer. Cbas 

Mills, Gen. Simeon 

Miner, Rev. H. A 

MorrlB, W. A. P 

Mowry, Duane 

Neill, Rev. Dr. E. D 

Olson, Julius E 

Parker, Prof. W. D... 

Patrick, Lewis S 

Paxton, W. M 

Perrin, Dr. G 

Perry, Bishop W. S 

Peyton. Col. J. Lewis. . 

PiUsbury, Parker 

Reed, E. R 

Reeve, Dr. J. T 

Reynolds. Prof. B. M 

Rice, Dr. John A 

Roberts, Rev. Dr. Wm. H. . 

Robertson, Bishop C. F 

Rollins, Hon. J. R 
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From Individuals 



Rosengarten, J. G 

Rosenstengel, Prof. W. H. 

Rushton, Wm. L 

Salter, Rev. Dr. Wm 

Sawyer, Hon. P 

Shipman, Col. S. V 

Smith. A. M 

Spooner, Hon. John C 

Stanton, Henry B 

Stone, W. L 

Sutherland, Jas 

Thwaites. R. G 

Trelease, Prof. Wm 

Tuttle, Rev. Dr. J. F 

Verwyst, Rev. C 

Warren, Robt. P 

Webster, W. N 

Whitney, Jaa L 

Whittlesey, Col. Chas. . . . 

Williams. J. Fletcher 

Winsor, Justin 

Woodward W. E 

Wright, Prof. A O 

Wyman, W. H 

Unknown 

Newspaper publishers, 
their files 
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DONORS OF BOOKS AND PAMPHLETa 



From Societies and Institu 
tiofis. 



American Antiquarian So- 
ciety 

American Colonization So- 



ciety 

American Forestry Con- 
gress 

American Geographical So- 
ciety 

American Library Associa- 
tion 

American Museum of Nat 
History 

American Philosophical So- 
ciety 

American Uoitarian Associ- 
ation «. 

Andover Theological Sem- 
inary 

Astor Library 

Boston Associated Charities 

Boston City Auditor 

Boston City Messenger 

Boston Public Library 

Bostonian Society 

British Assoa for Advance- 
ment of Science 

Brooklyn (N. Y.) Library. . 

California, University of . . . 

Canada, Royal Society of. . 

Canadian Institute 

Ouiadian Patent Office 

Chicago Historica} Society. 

Chicago Public Library 

Cincinnati Board of Educa- 
tion 

Colorado Supt. of Insurance 

Columbia College 

Cong^gational House, Bos- 
ton 

Cornell University Libiary 

Davenport Academy of Sci- 
ences 

Detroit Public Library 

Essex Institute 

Franklin Institute 

Gk»orgia Historical Society. 

Great Britain Patent Office. 

Harvard College 

Hae^uenot Society of Amer 
lea , 
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From Societies and lostitu- 
tiona 



Indian Rights Association, 
Philadelphia 

Indiana Historical Society 

Kansas State Historical So- 
ciety 

Lackawana (Pa.) Institute 
of History, etc 

Long Island Historical So- 
ciety 

Lowell (Mass) Old Resi- 
dents* Association 

Lubeck (Germany) Geo- 
graphical Society 

Maine Historical Society. . 

Manchester (Eng.) Literary 
and Pbilos Society 

Manitoba Historical So- 
ciety 

Maryland Historical So- 
ciety 

Massachusetts General 
Hospital 

Massachusetts Historical 
Society 

Massachusetts Horticul- 
tural Society , 

Massachusetts Medical So 
ciety 

Massachusetts Secretary of 
State 

Massachusetts State Li- 
brary 

Michigan State Library. . . 

Milwaukee Orphan Asy- 
lum 

Milwaukee Public Library 

Milwaukee Public Museum 

Milwaukpe School Board. . 

Mitchell Library, Glasgow 

New Jersey Histor. Society 

Newport Historical Society 

New York Forest Commis- 
sion 

New York Historical So- 
ciety 

New York State Library. . 

Nova S jotia Historical So- 
ciety 

Ohio Historical and Philo- 
sophical So<'iety 
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DONORS OF BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS. 



From Societies and lostitu- 
tionB. 



Ohio State Forestry Bureau 

Omaha Publio Library 

Owens Art Institution, St 
John, N. B 

Peabody Institute, Balti- 
more. 

Philadelphia Library Co. . . 

Philadelphia Numismatic 
and Antiq'n Society 

Providence (R. I.) Public Li- 
brary 

Rhode'lsland Histor. Society 

St. Louis Publio Library. . . . 

San Francisco Mercantile 
Library Association 

Smithsonian Institution 

Stevens Point (Wia) Me- 
chanical Exposition 

United States Bureau of 
Education 

United States Bureau of 
Ethnology 

United States Catholic His- 
torical Society 

United States Chief of En- 
gineers 

United States Chief of Ord- 
nance 

United States Chief Signai 
Officer 

United States Civil Service 
Commission 
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From Societies and Institu- 
tions 



United States Commis- 
sioner of Labor 

United States Commis- 
•f Navigation 

United States Comptroller 
of Currency 

United States Department 
of Agriculture 

United States Depfjtment 
of Interior 

United States Department 
of State 

United States Geological 
Survey 

United States Life Saving 
Service 

United States Navsl' Obi 
servatory 

United States Patent Office 

United States Sup. Inspec- 
tors, steam vessels 

Victoria Public Library, 
Melbourne 

Virginia Historical Society 

Wisconsin Agricultural 
Experiment Station 

Wisconsin Indust School 
for Girls 

Wisconsin, State of 

Wisconsin State Library. . 

Yale College j 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE. 

On motion of General Mills, the following committee was 
appointed by the chair to nominate officers: Hon. E. W. 
Keyes, Gen. Simeon Mills, Wayne Ramsay, Maj. F. W. Oak- 
ley, Prof. William F. Allen, Judge A. B. Braley, Gen. C. P. 
Chapman, Hon. Lyman C. Draper and Hon. S. D. Hastings. 
A recess was then had. Upon reassembling. General Mills 
took the chair. 
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COMPLIMENTARY TO DR. DRAPER. 

Gen. David Atwood, on behalf of the committee having 
Dr. Draper's letter in charge^ reported the following pream- 
ble and resolutions, which were unanimously adopted: 

The importance of beginning early in the settlement of a state, the col- 
lection and preservation of historical events, cannot be overestimated. 
The State Historical Society, appreciating this fact, took measures soon 
after Wisconsin was admitted to the Union, to make sure that its history 
should not be lost. The result of this action is shown in the establishment 
of a historical collection scarcely exceeded by that of any other state, and 
far superior to that of mo^t of them. This gratifying success has not been 
attained without diligent labor and persistent and systematic effort That 
immense work has been principally directed and largely executed by 
Lyman G. Draper, LL. D.,the corresponding secretary of the society since 
the first of January, 1654, in a manner that has given him a national repu- 
tation as a historian of high rank and as standing first among the mana- 
gers of historical societies. His resignation of the position he has filled 
so long, so ably, so efficiently and so greatly to the benefit of the society 
and of the state, is now before the meeting for its acceptance, very much 
to the regret of every member and sincere friend of the association. But 
as its acceptance is rendered imperative by Dr. Draper, as an indication of 
the sense of the members of this society it is therefore 

Resolved, That we learn with the si ncerest regret that Lyman C. Draper, 
LL. D., who for thirty- three years has acted as corresponding secretary of 
the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, has felt it his duty — in order to 
enable him to execute a long- cherished desire to complete some important 
literar}' work that has been already too long neglected, and that he may 
aid, with the benefit of his many years of experience the inducting of his 
successor into the duties of the secretaryship— to resign that position; that 
in Dr. Draper the society, at a time when most needed, secured the services 
of a man of ripe scholarship, of refined literary tastes, of large experience 
in the field of historical research, and one who was indefatigable in his 
action; that he has exhibited great skill and industry in his work; that his 
labors have proved of inestimable value to this society and the state; that 
the collections he has nuuie, which now fill the rooms devoted to the uses 
of this association, wiU stand as an enduring monument to his energetic, 
systematic, persistent and unselfish efforts to protect and build up the in- 
terests of the noble work in charge; and that he is justly entitled to the 
sincere and cordial thanks not only of the members of this association, 
but of every citizen of Wisconsin, for his immense and successful efforts 
in their behalf. 

Resolved, That the resignation of Dr. Draper be, and hereby is, reluc- 
tantly accepted; that his withdrawal from the position of corresponding 
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secretary of the society is considered a very serious loss; that it creates a 
vacancy that it will be difficult to fill; that in his retirement he will carry 
with him the kindest regards and best wishes of every member of this 
association, for his complete success in whatever he may undertake, and 
the hope that be may yet be spared many years of good health, to enjoy 
the rich fruits resulting from a well spent and useful life devoted unself- 
ishly to the best interests of the public 

Resohfedy That the foregoing preamble and resolutions be spread at 
length upon the records of this society, and that a copy of the same be 
presented to Dr. Draper, and also be furnished tc the press for publication. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

In behalf of the nominating: committee^ General Mills 
presented the list of officers to be found elsewhere in this 
pamphlet^ and they were elected unanimously. 

DR. DRAPER ELECTED HONORARY SECRETARY. 

The following resolution, offered by the committee on Dr. 
Draper's resignation, was adopted: 

Resolved, That the office of Honorary Secretary of this Society is hereby 
created, without salary, and that Hon. Lyman C. Draper, LL. D., is hereby 
appointed to that office, to have and to hold the same during the term of 
his natural life; and the office hereby created shall cease to exist, on the 
decease of Dr. Draper. 

NEW MEMBERS 

were elected as follows: 

Life — Hon. Wm. E. Cramer, Milwaukee; Hon. Chas. E. Estabrook, Man- 
itowoc; Hon. J. B. Thayer, River Falls; Simon Gratz, Philadelphia; W. C. 
Todd, Newburyport, Masa; Hon. H. M. Lewis, Hon. Frank A. Flower, 
Frederic K. Conover, Reuben G. Thwaites, George Raymer, Hon. Robert 
M. La FoUette, Associate Justice William P. Lyon, Miss Susan M. William- 
son, Halle Steensland and Prof. Rismus B. Anderson, Madison; John E. 
Burton, Geneva Lake; I. J. and J. M. Pereles, Milwaukee; Capt. N. D. 
Moore, Hurley.— 19. 

Corresponding — H. A. Rattermann, Cincinnati; Dr. Oswald Seiden- 
sticker, Philadelphia; Hon. Carl Schurz, New York; Gustav Koerner, 
Belleyille, 111.; Prof. Dr. H. von Hoist, Freiburg, Germany; Mark Harrison, 
Fond du Lac; J. R. Tallmadge, Elkhart Lake; Prof. H. R. James, Phila- 
delphia; John S. George, F. Bo^d, Wm. S. Mellen and Roswell Miller, 
Milwaukee; Edwin At- Lee Barber, A. M., Philadelphia — 13. 

Active ~ Hon. Al van R Bovay, Ripon; Harvey Durand, Fond du Lac; 
Matt J. Bimpelaar, Milwaukee; Hon. Lewis R Reed, Ripon; Vernon Tich- 
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«nor, Waukesha; l^Irs. H. L. DouBman. Prairie du Chien; Ed. F. Appleby, 
W. A. Tracy, President T. C. Chambsrlin, O. D. Brandenburg, W. H. 
Hughes and L. M. Fay, Madison.^lS. 

On motion of Professor Butler, the meeting stood ad- 
journed. 



THE EXECUTIVK COMMITTEE 

held a business meeting upon the conclusion of the general 
meeting. 

Amendments to the by-laws were adopted: Providing for 
an Antiquarian Fund, for the purpose of making special his- 
torical investigations in this state, as recommended in the 
report of the executive committee. 

The sum of $250 was appropriated out of this year's Bind- 
ing Fund income, to expend for much-needed binding. 

The finance committee was authorized to dispose of the 
society's Texas land at a reasonable figure. 

The salary of Miss Isabel Durrie, the second assistant libra- 
rian in charge of the catalogue department, was increased. 

Gen. David Atwood, Judge Romanzo Bunn, Hon. E. tV. 
Keyes, Maj. F. W. Oakley and Secretary Thwaites were 
appointed a committee to wait upon Governor Rusk and ask 
for additional shelving and other improvements about the 
library rooms. 

A resolution was adopted, thanking President Rice for his 
munificent donation of Kingsborough's Mexican Antiquities, 
noticed at length in the report of the executive committee. 

Congress was memorialized for the amendment of the pos- 
tal laws, so that tha publications of historical societies may 
be carried through the mails free. 

Congress was also memorialized to aid in the attempt now 
being made to encourage the indexing by Mr. B. F. Stevens, 
of London, of a vast amount of manuscript material relat- 
ing to American history, in the public archives of Great 
Britain, Holland, France, Spain and other European states^ 
and in libraries and private collections i^ Europe. 

The bond of the society's treasurer was increased to 
♦20,000. 
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PORTRAITS. 



Oil portraits of Dr. O. M. Conover, Rev. Eleazer Williams 
and Prof .[F. F. Lydston^ the latest acquisitions to the portrait 
gallery^ were hung upon the walls of the reading room dur- 
ing the meetings and received much attention. 
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STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCOXSIN. 



OFFICERS — 1888. 



President — Hon. John A. Rice, Hartland. 

Vice presidents— B.on, Harlow S. Orton, LL. D, Madison; Hon. James T. 
Lewis, LL. D., Columbus; Hon. James Sutherland, Janes ville; Hon. 
M. M. Davis, Baraboo; Chauncey C. Britt, Esq., Portage; Hoa John H. 
Rountree, Platteville; Hon. Simeon Mills, Madison; Hon. John F. 
Potter, East Troy; Samuel Marshall, Esq., Milwaukee; Hon. John T. 
Kingston, Necedah; Gen. David At wood, Madison; [Hon. Moses]M. 
Strong, Mineral Point; Hon. Charles L. Colby, Milwaukee; Hon. J. J, 
Guppey, Portage; John E. Burton, Esq , Genera Lake, and Hon. 
Philetus Sawyer, Oshkosh. 

Honorary Vice Presidents — Hon. Cyrus Woodman, Massachusetts; F. L. 
Billon, Missouri; Robert Clarke, Ohio; Benson J. Lossing, LL. D., 
New York; Hon. Leonard J. Far well, Missouri; William H. Wyman, 
Ohio; Charles Fairchild, Massachusetts; Col. Stephen Y. Shipman, Illi- 
nois; Hon. AmasaCobb, Nebraska; Col. Reuben T. Durrett, Kentucky; 
Samuel H. Hunt, New Jersey, and Simon Gratz, Pennsylvania. 

Honorary Secretary — Lyman C. Draper, LL. D. 

Corresponding Secretary — Reuben G. Thwaites. 

lUcording Secretary — Elisha Burdick. 

Treasurer — Frank F, Proudfit. 

Librarian — Daniel S. Durrie. 

First Assistant Librarian — Isaac S. Bradley. 

Second Assistant Librarian — Isabel Durrie (catalogue department). 

CURATORS, EX-OFFICIO. 

Hon. Jeremiah M. Rusk, governor; Hon. Ernst G. Timme, secretary of 
state, and Hon. Henry B. Harshaw, state treasurer. 

CXTRATORS, ELECTIVE. 

Term expires in 1889. — Gen. G^rge P. Delaplaine, Hon. Romanzo Bunn, 
Hon. Silus U. Pinney, Dr. Joseph Hobbins, Hon. Elisha W. Keyes, Hon. 
Samuel D. Hastings, George Raymer, Hon. Mortimer M. Jackson, Hon. 
J. C. Gregory, Hon. Philo Dunning, Hon. Frank A. Flower and Hon. John 
B. Cassoday, 



Term expires in 1890. — Gen. Lucius Fairchild, J. H. Carpenter, LL. D., 
Hoa B. J. Stevens, Prof. Wm. F. Allen, Hon. A. R Braley, Maj, Frank 
W. Oakley, William A. P. Morris, Wayne Ramsay, Alexander H. Main, 
Maj. Charles G. Mayers, M. R. Doyon and Prof. Wm. H. Rosenstengel. 

Term expires in 1891.— Lyman C. Draper, LL. D., Prof. James D. But- 
ler, LL. D.. Hon. Buell K Hutchinson, Hon. John D. Gurnee, N. B. Van 
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Slyke, Gen. Chandler P. Chapman, Hon. Hiram H. Giles, Prof. John R 
Parkinson, Hon. (JeorKe B. Burrows, Hon. John A. Johnson, President 
Thomas C. Chamberlin, LL. D., and Prof. John C. Freeman, LL. D. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

The president, vice-presidents, corresponding and recording secretaries, 
treasurer, librarian, curators, the governor, the secretary of state, and the 
state treasurer, constitute the executive committee, and the following 
standing committees are sub- committees thereof: 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Xtdrari^—Thwaites, Butler, Allen, Chapman and Durrie; ea; -o^cw— Rusk, 

Timme and Harshaw. 
Finance — Van Slyke, Chapman, Morris, Doyon and Ramsay. 
Auditing ^ccoun^s— Hastings, Stevens, Mayers, Main and Morris. 
Printing and Publication—ThwadteB, Draper, Butler, Atwood and Flower; 

eajo^^cu)— Timme and Harshaw. 
Art Gallery and Cabtnef— Hobbins, Thwaites, Delaplaine, Burrows and 

Flower. 
Contributions and Endowments— R's^ymer, Johnson, Keyes, Burrows and 

Oakley. 
Library Exchanges— Durrie, Braley, Freeman, Allen and Rosenstengel. 
Natural J3i«<ory— Chamberlin, Parkinson, Stevens, Bunn and Burdick. 
Historical Narratives^Orton, Finney, Giles, Braley and Carpenter. 
Nomination of Members, — ^Jackson, Giles, Main, Freeman and Cassoday. 
Pre-Historic Antiquities and Indian History— Butler, Fairchild, Dunning, 

Johnson and Raymer. 
Obituaries— Atwood, Jackson, Pinney, Parkinson and Braley. 



STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN. 



THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING. 

The thirty-fifth annual meeting: of the State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin was held in the library reading rooms 
of the society, in the capitol, Thursday evening, January 5, 
1888. Gen. Simeon Mills, vice-president, occupied the chair, 
in the absence of both President Rice and First Vice Presi- 
dent Orton. 

THIRTY-FOURTH ANNUAL. REPORT. 

Secretary Thwaites, in behalf of the executive committee, 
presented the thirty-fourth annual report, which was 
adopted. 

treasurer's REPORT. 

Treasurer Proudfit presented his annual report, tosrether 
with the favorable reports thereon of the finance and au- 
diting committees, and the documents were approved and 
ordered to be filed. The financial condition is generalized 
in the report of the executive committee. 

CUSTODIAN OF ART GALLERY. 

The following resolution, offered by Hon. E. W. Keyes, 
was adopted: 

Whskeas^ It is advisable that the custodian of the art gallery and 
cabinet should be a person of education, courtesy and refined tastes; 
therefore 

Resolved, That the corresponding secretary, together with the commit- 
tee on the art gallery and cabinet, be and they hereby are directed to 
confer with the governor as to the appointment of a proper person for 
the custody of said department; and to make suth arrangements with 
the governor, in the premises, as may seem to them advisable. 

OFFICERS ELECTED. 

The following officers were elected: 

Vice president, to succeed Hon. Morgan L. Martin, of Qreen Bay, de- 
ceased — Hon. Philetus Sawyer, of Oahkosh. 



Curator for term ending in 1889, to succeed Samuel Klauber, of 
Madison, deci^ased — Hon. John B. Cassoday. 

Curators for the term ending in 1891 — Lyman C. Draper, LL. D., James 
D. Butler, LL. D., Hon. Buell £. Hutchinson, Hon. John D. Ournee, N. B. 
Van Slyke, Gen. Chandler P. Chapman, Hon. Hiram H. Giles, Prof. John 
B. Parkinson, Hon. George B. Barrows, Hon. John A. Johnson, President 
Thomas C. Chamberlin, LL. D , and Prof. John C. Freeman, LL. D. 

MEMBERS ELECTED. 

On the recommendation of the standinp^ committee^ on that 
subject, the following new members were elected: 

Life — Hon, John B. Cassoday, Prof. Wm. P. Allen. Prof. Edward T. 
Owen, Hon. George B. Burrows, M. R. Doyon, Wm. J. Park and W. A. 
Tracy, of Madison ; Hon. John L. Mitchell, Wm. H. Metcalf and Wm. W. 
Wight, of Milwaukee; E. A. and J. O. Hayes, of Hurley; Hon. John E. 
Thomas, of Sheboygan Falls, and Andrew J. Yleau, Sr., of Fort Howard. 

Active —Prof. A. O. Wright and Dr. J. M. Dodson,of Malison. 

Corresponding — EmilDurr, Walter E. Gardner, Henry Bleyer,Levi G. 
Loomis, Hon. Henry Claymier and Ferd. Shuer, of Milwaukee; Hon. B. F. 
Gue and Hon. E. R. Hutchins, of Des Moines, Iowa; Hon. Chas. Aldrich, 
Ft Scott. Iowa; J. C. Brown, LLD., Haddington, Scotland; Hon. J. D. 
Husbands, Rochester, N. Y.; C. C. Bowsfield, EUendale, Dak.; C. C. Bon- 
ney and John C. Simonds,of Chicago; James C. Moore, JanesviUe, Wis.; 
Hon. Sam. W. Matthews, Augusta,Me.; Hon. W. A, Peele, Indianapolis, lud., 
Hon. John Lamb, SL Paul, Minn.; Hon. Frank H. Betton, Topeka, Kans.; 
Prof. Wm. W. Folwell, Minneapolis, Mino.; Hon. Ed. J. Kean, Albany, 
N. Y.; Frank A Moore, Washington, D. C; Hon. W. E. Barns, SL Louis, 
Mo.; Hon. James Bishop, Trenton, N. J.; H jn. Carroll D. Wright, Boston, 
Mass.; Hon. S. W. Hotchkiss, Hartford, Conn.; Hon. Alfred H. Heath, 
Lansing, Mich.; Hon. .John S Lord, Springfield, III.; Hon. J. B. Bowditch, 
Providence, R. I ; Hon. C. J. Driscoll, Denver, Colo . ; Hon. W. N. Jones, 
Raliegh, N. C; Hon. John D. Davis, Beaufort, N. C; Hon. W. S. Bachanan, 
Wheeling, West Va., and Hon. J. J. Tabin, Sau Francisco, Cal. 

ADDRESS ON MB. MITCHELL. 

Prof. James D. Butler, LL. D., read a memorial address 
upon Alexander Mitchell. 

THANKS. 

The following resolutions were adopted: 

That Professor Butler be and he is hereby tendered the sincere thanks 
of Ihis Society for his admirable'address on the services of Mr. Mitchell; 
and that the same be printed entire in the proceedings of this meeting. 

That the thanks of the Society be and they hereby are tendered to the 



Hon. John L. Mitchell, for having furnished 8,600 copies of a steel portrait of 
his father, the late Hon. Alexander Mitchell, to be bound in the published re- 
port of this meeting and of VoL XL of the Wisconsin Historical Ck>llection8. 
That the Society cordially thanks Lady Vernon for her splendid gift to 
its library of a copy of the sumptuous four-folio edition of Lord Vernon's 
Dante. 

IN MEMORY OF JUDGE MARTIN. 

The following resolutions, offered by Hon. Lyman C. 
Draper, were unanimously adopted: 

With profound sarrow our S93iety regards the death of Hon. Morgan 
Ly Martin, at Green Bay. on the 10th of Dioember past Filling honored 
and responsible public positions, for well, nigh sixty years, Judge Martin 
was well and favorably known throughout Wisconsin. He was a mem- 
ber of the Michigan territorial le;;i3lature from that portion of the ter- 
ritory west of Lake Michigan, served in the Wisconsin territorial council, 
a delegate of the new territory to congress, president of the constitu- 
tional convention, and long judge of Brown county court. He was one 
of the founders of Milwaukee, the pioneer promoter of the Fox river 
improvement; and, from the inception of this Society, he has ever proved 
himself one of its fast friends, and long served as one of its honored offi- 
cers. 

Beaolvedt That Secretary Th whites, in connection with the valuable 
historical narrative which he had the wise forethought recently to secure 
from Judge Martin, and which he proposes to publish in the eleventh vol- 
ume of the WUconsin Historical Collections, be requested to give a 
biographical sketch of our lamented friend; and be it further 

Resolved, That the SDciety tenders its condolence to his bereft widow 
and family. 

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

held a meeting^ immediately upan the close of the annual 
meetinfi^ of the Society. 
The following order was made: 

There is hereby appropriated from the income of the binding fund for 
1888, the sum of six hundred dollar** ($000), to be expended under the di- 
rection of the library committee the coming year; and of this amount, the 
sum of two hundred dollars (|300), or so much thereof as may be deemed 
necessary, may, in the discretion of the committee, be employed in the 
engagement of extra clerical assistance to prepare for binding the manu- 
script collections of the Society. 

The committee adjourned. 
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THIRTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

The work of the Society, during the past year, has been 
eminently successful, and the growth of accumulations in 
each department such as to warrant our self congratula- 
tion. 

FINANCIAL CONDITION — GENERAL FUND. 

The receipts into the general fund have been the annual 
state appropriation of $5,000; from this was taken the over- 
payment of the previous year, amounting to $158.19, leaving 
the net general-fund receipts of the present year $4,841.81. 
The expenditures aggregated $4,887.77, showing an over- 
payment of $45.96, to come out of next year's appropria- 
tion . The report of the auditing committee gives the de- 
tails of these expen ditures and the vouchers will be filed 
with the governor, according to law. 

THE BINDING FUND. 

A year ago it was reported by the treasurer that the 
amount of money in the binding fund was $17,150.52. 
During the year, the receipts into this fund have been 
$1,185.82, derived from the following sources: 

Donation, E. A. & J. O. Hayes $lOe 00 

Life membership fees and annual dues (one-half) 171 00 

Sale of duplicates (one-half) 67 10 

Interest on loans 814 89 

Payment on note given by James Sutherland 88 38 

Total $1,185 82 

This, added to the amount previously in the fund, makes 
$18,336.34; but, as the sum of $250 was taken from the in- 
come of the year for necessary binding, under resolution of 
January 6, 1887, the net addition was $935.82, leaving the 
present condition of the fund as follows: 

Cash and securities, in charge of treasurer $18, 086 84 

640 acres of land in Ooleman county, Texas, appraised at 1, 600 00 

Taylor bequest, not yetavailable 1, 000 00 

Notes given for the fund, as yet unpaid' 608 88 

$21, 294 67 

« ■■■■■« -m^m^m^mm 

'The notes are as follows, ooe-third payable annually: Dr. Lyman C. 
Draper. $300; Hon. B. J. StevenH,$LUO; Hon. John A. Rice, $100; Hon. Har- 
low S. Orcon, $')0; Hon. James Sutherland, |3d. 88; James S. Buck, Esq ,$25, 
—total, $608.88. 



It is recommended that^ out of the income of this fund 
for 1888, the sum of $600 be appropriated for necessary bind- 
ing for the coming year, to be expended under the direction 
of the library committee. A very large amount of binding 
needs to be done, and the income of the fund is now sufSci- 
ent to warrant the appropriation asked for. 

ANTIQUARIAN FUND. 

At the annual meeting of the Society, in 1887, there was 
established " a separate fund to be known as the antiquarian 
fund, the income of which, or so much thereof as may be 
deemed advisable by the executive committee, shall be used 
in prosecuting mound explorations or other historic inves- 
tigations within the state of Wisconsin; the procuring of 
desirable articles of AVisconsin antiquities, historic manu- 
scripts, paintings or other objects of historic interest." The 
condition of this fund, at the close of its first year of 
growth, is as follows: 

Donations— Mfb. Nina Dousinan, Prairie du Chien $50 00 

John E. Burton, Esq , Milwaukee 50 00 

Capt. N. D. Moore, Hurley 50 00 

Hon. Cha& E. Estabrook, Manitowoc 20 00 

Hon. Romanzo Bunn, Midison 2 25 

Life membership fees and annual dues— (one-half) 171 00 

Sale of duplicates— (one-half) 67 10 

Notes given for the fund, as yet unpaid * 40 00 

$450 85 

The useful purposes to which the income of this fund can 
be applied, when it reaches the income producing stage, are 
numerous. Opportunities to materially add to the value of 
our manuscript and antiquarian collections are frequently 
offered, but more immediate needs usually prevent our tak- 
ing advantage of them. Above all departments, our library 
must at least be maintained at its present stage of excel- 
lence, for here it is that the greatest practical value of our 
work lies. The output of the press is yearly increasing in 
extent and value. The new works we must have in order 
to keep abreast with the times, are expensive and many; and 

^™ ■ ■■■■«.. II. ■ -■ ■■■ - ■ ■ ■■»■ t^^a^^^^^^m^m^^^^ 

> The notes are as follows, one-third payable annually: Hon. H. M. Lewis, 
; Hon. Frank A. Flower, |30,— total, |40. 
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the old ones^ which are the tools essential to original re- 
search^ are often so rare as to command prices which would 
have amazed their starvling authors. For this reason, the 
bulk of the annual state appropriation must necessarily go 
to the purchase of library equipment. And, indeed, the full 
appropriation is too meager to be satisfying. Compared 
with what other libraries of this importance spend, the 
amount seems quite insufficient; nothing but persistent beg- 
ging from our literary friends and the exercise of rigid 
economy enable the management to produce the results that 
are recorded in our annual reports. Hence the importance 
of independent funds that shall more and more relieve the 
general fund of any pressure upon it but that of the book 
market, to the end that other departments of our work may 
satisfactorily progress, and the library be allowed to not 
only sustain its reputation, but to materially extend its 
sphere of usefulness in our commonwealth. 

The purposes of the antiquarian fund are such as ought 
to strongly appeal to the generosity of all those who take 
an interest in our work, and we sincerly hope that by their 
gifts it will soon be placed upon a substantial footing, where 
its income may be sufficient to enable it to do effective ser- 
vice. 

LIBRARY IMPROVEMENTS. 

The legislature at its last session, appropriated $2,000 for 
necessary mechanical improvements in the library, chief 
among which were the erection of shelving upon the second 
floor, and on the first the removal of the walls separating 
the reading rooms from the counter. By the latter change, 
many conveniences could be introduced, for the benefit of 
readers, closer supervision of the rooms made possible and 
necessary light obtained for the central tier of cases; this 
division of the work has been completed by the state me- 
chanics, and meets our expectations. Upon the second 
floor, shelves have thus far been built for the accommoda- 
tion of our bound newspaper files, which have now, for the 
first time been carefully classified both as to date of issue 
and locality of publication, thus rendering these " fountain 
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heads of history" convenient of access for consultation. The 
central tier of book-shelving on the second floor is now be- 
ing erected, and will doubtless be ready for use a month 
hence. 

Upon the completion of these improvements the library will 
be much bettered in appearance, and readers of all classes 
can be given improved facilities; special investigators par- 
ticularly, will be far better accommoiatod as to desk room 
than before, and the classification of books perfected. 

The shelving of the second floor has given us an opportun- 
ity to carefully estimate our storage capacity. At the 
present rate of library increase, an iaverage of 4,600 books 
and pamphlets per annum — it may be confidently stated that 
within fifteen years we shall again be crowded for room. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

The last legislature so amended the statute providing for 
the issue of the Society's publications, as to enable us to 
more adequately meet the popular demand upon us. Aside 
from some verbal improvements in the statute, the edition 
of Wisconsin Historical Collections was increased from 2,000 
* the former number, to 2,500. The demands of other learned 
societies, historical specialists and the Wisconsin public, for 
copies of our Collections is great and constantly increasing; 
the result being that several of our earlier volumes cannot 
now be supplied and most of the others are getting scarce. 
The time is soon coming when all of the first ten volumes 
will be at a premium, and a revised republication of the first 
series be deemed imperative to meet the growing wants of 
the public which is but just beginning to adequately ap- 
preciate the value and significance of these materiaU for the 
study and writing of early Wisconsin history, state and 
local. It is for this reason, that an increase in the size of 
the edition of the forthcoming second series was deemed 
advisable. The edition of the triennial Catalogue of the 
library has heretofore been 1,500; but it has been found 
that this number is larger than can be judiciously distributed, 
hence the edition was cut down to 800. The decrease in the 
edition of the Catalogue being greater than the increase in 
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the edition of Collections^ the difference was made up to 
us by the legislature authorizing the library committee to 
issue hereafter such special Class Lists as might be deemed 
essential for the convenience of the public, — the edition of 
each such list to be 1,000. 

Class List No. launder the amended statute, was issued on 
the 30th of April last. It gave the strength of the library 
in the important department of the War of the Rebellion, 
and Slavery, and contained 1,617 distinct titles. The list 
attracted such marked attention throughout the country, 
that the edition was practically exhausted within a few 
weeks. Its publication has done much to spread the fame 
of the library among military annalists, it not bemg gener^ 
ally known, heretofore, that so large a collection of materials 
for the history of our civil war has been made in the west; 
indeed, the fact has been developed that in this department, 
as in several others, our institution is in the front rank of 
American reference libraries. The issue of this list has had 
the practical effect of attracting to our rooms a new class 
of specialists, interested in the literature of the war, and in 
enabling us to discover the whereabouts of much rare and 
interesting published matter relative to the rebellion epoch 
and putting us in the way of securing it. Satisfied of the 
importance of these class lists in making known and ren- 
dering more available the resources of the library and in 
awakening an intelligent popular interest in them, the 
library committee will, from time to time, issue others, of 
almost equal importance, — on the war of the revolution, the 
settlement of the Mississippi basin, Wisconsin bibliography, 
Shakespeariana, newspaper files, early cartology, etc. 

Vol. VIL of the Triennial Catalogue has passed through 
the press, is now in the bindery and will soon be placed in 
the hands of the public. The seven published volumes cover 
the resources of the library up to May 1, 1887. The very 
considerable additions since that date, are recorded in a 
card catalogue for the convenience of the librarians, these 
cards to be eventually uped as " copy " for the next tri- 
ennial volume. It would undoubtedly be of great practical 
benefit to the patrons of the library, if a complete card cata- 
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log^ue from the beginning, could be prepared for general 
consultation in the reading rooms, but the strength of our 
clerical force is not as yet adequate to, the undertaking of 
this needful enterprise . 

A variety of causes have conspired to delay the pub- 
lication of Vol. X. of the Wisconsin Historical Collec- 
tions; but we are at last able to announce that the body of 
the book has passed through the press and that the general 
index to the first series of ten volumes, which is to accom- 
pany it, is now in course of preparation. It is believed that 

the volume will be ready for distribution before February 
15. This completion of the first series of the Collections 
will close Dr. Lyman C. Draper's distinguished services as 
editor of the Society's publications, in which capacity he 
has won wide fame for the substantial work of our institu- 
tion, and for himself the lasting gratitude of all students 
of western history . 

The MS, for Vol. I. of the Second Series of the Collections 
is well under way, and the book may be safely promised be- 
fore the middle of May next. The inauguration of a new 
series makes possible somewhat of a departure from the 
customary make-up of the Collections, rendered advisable 
by the rapid growth of our legitimate manuscript materials 
for Wisconsin history: it is suggested that addresses upon 
deceased members be hereafter confined to the pamphlet 
reports of the annual meetings, only such brief abstracts 
appearing in the Collections as may be deemed by the pub- 
lication committee legitimate contributions to our state 
or local history. We are of the opinion that hereafter, the 
Collections should be devoted solely to the publication of 
historical materials. The contemplation of the mass of 
such materials now in our possession, as yet unpublished, 
which has led to this proposed change in editorial method, 
also suggests the advisability of a more frequent issue from 
the press. Under the existing law a volume of 500 pages 
can be published every three years. At this rate of progress, 
we cannot satisfactorily meet popular demand. The mate- 
rials accumulate faster than we can give them to the public. 
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and all interests would probably be better subserved by 
publication of the volume every two years instead of three. 

It is also intended to inaugurate another change^ with the 
commencement of the new series of Collections. Fac-similes 
of early maps and other original illustrative matter will here- 
after be introduced in each volume, to such an extent as our 
financial resources and the generosity of the state govern- 
mevt will admit. 

A catalogue of the art gallery is now in course of prepar- 
ation. 

LIBRARY ADDITIONS. 

The library additions for the year have been 2,787 vol- 
umes — of which, 1,742 were by purchase and 1,045 by dona- 
tion, exchange of duplicates and binding of newspaper files; 
and 1,996 pamphlets — 1,657 of which were donated, 102 pur- 
chased, and 237 made from newspaper and magazine clip- 
pings deemed worthy of preservation. Thus there has 
been during the past year an increase of 4,7S3 books and 
pamphlets together, against 5,509 in 1886, and an average of 
4,622 per annum during the last decade. The present 
strength of the library is 60,722 volumes and 62,727 pamph- 
lets and documents — a total of 123,449. 

Our latest edition of luxury — of the same class with the 
Mexico of Lord Kingsborough and the sixteen-folio Shakes- 
peare of Halliwell-Phillipps, is Lord Vernon's Dante. This 
work, in four folios, is the noblest tribute ever paid to the 
supreme poet of Italy. It was a labor of love — a life-long 
labor on the part of Lord Vernon — carried on regardless of 
outlay, and published not at all for sale but solely for presenta- 
tion. This work, though never put upon the market, comes 
to us as the gift, by special favor, of the Dowager Lady 
Vernon, one of the hundred copies which were the whole 
number printed. It is a rare acquisition. 

The purchases of the year have been of a uniformly high 
order of merit, and calculated to materially assist in bring- 
ing our library well abreast with modern thought and dis- 
covery. While no opportunity has been lost to maintain 
that supremacy in early Americana, through which our in- 
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stitution has gained and must ever maintain its chief fame 
as a great reference library, the efforts of the year have been 
largely devoted to modernizing many branches of our col- 
lections; to filling gaps and to the equipment of some new 
departments of study for which a healthy demand has of 
late years arisen among the patrons of our literary store- 
house. 

We can best realize the strength of the library by citing 
that of a few of the departments: Bound newspaper files, 
5,240; British and American patent reports, 4,717; genealogy 
and heraldry 1,092; Shakespearean literature, 895; maps and 
atlases, 1,000. 



SUMMARY OF LIBRARY ADDITIONS. 

The book acquisitions are classified as follows: 



Almanacs 15 

Antiquities and archaeology. . 38 

Atlases 20 

Bibliography 14 

Biography, American 100 

Biography, British 106 

Biography, Foreign 22 

Canada 26 

Coin and currency 12 

Cyclopaedias and dictionaries 62 

Directories 8 

Education 38 

Fine Arts ... 42 

Forestry 26 

Genealogy 53 

Historical and learned socie- 
ties 109 

History, American general. . 74 

History, ^Lmerican local 96 

History, Revolutionary war. . 4 

History, Rebellion and slavery 87 
History, State histories and 

documents 220 



History, XJ. S. documents and 

surveys 158 

History^ British 85 

History, Foreign (including 

foreign travel), 130 

Indians, American 10 

Language and philology 8 

Law 11 

Literature, English and for- 
eign 161 

Magazines and reviews 293 

Newspapers, bound 298 

Patents, American 16 

Patents, British 130 

Politics and economies 142 

Religion 48 

Science and philosophy 80 

Travel, American 14 

Voyages 12 

Miscellaneous 25 



2,787 



MAPS AND ATLASES 

have been acquired as follows: 

Map of the Indian country, east and west of the Mississippi river, by 
■G. W. Featherstonhaugh, made in 1835. PresentW by Prof. J. C. Freeman, 
Madison. 

Sheet map of Capt. W. Glazier *s exploration to the mouth of the Missis- 
sippi river in 1881. Chicago, 1886(?). Presented by Reuben G. Thwaites. 

Three preliminary maps of Kentucky geological survey, 1886-87. Pre- 
flented by Prof. J. R. Procter, Frankfort, Ky. 



Official map of the United States and territories, 1885, large sheet. Pre- 
sented by Hon. A. J. Sparks, commissioner of general land office. 

Small sheet maps of the Thousand islands, city of Boston, Mass, and St\ 
ijawrence river. Presented by Thos. F. Nelson, Chicago. 

Topographical map of Broome Co., N. Y. ; Colton's map of the United 
States, 1854, on rollers; Dane Ca, Wis., map, 1861, on rollers, and map of 
Madison Wis. (n. d,) on rollers. Presented by E. M. Williamson, Madi- 
son. 

Tablia Novae Francise anna 1660 — fac-simile from "Creaxis Canadensis.'' 
Presented by Rev. A. E. Jones, Montreal, Canada. 

Map of the mineral region of the counties of Oogebic and Ontanagon, 
Mick, 1887, sheet form. Presented by Dr. Lyman C. Draper. 

Sheet map of Trempealeau, Trempealeau Co. No date. Presented by 
Hon. Samuel D. Hastings. 

Eighteen purchased: Jansoni Novus atlas, 1600; D'AnvUle French atlas, 
1749-1763; Canadian Frontler,^1813; Beerd' atlas, state of Delaware, 1868; 
Scribner*s Statistical atlas, 1883; Andreas* Historical atlas of Dakota; Lab- 
berton^s Historical atlas; Campbell's atlas of Missouri, 1873; Historical at- 
lases of counties of Elkhart, Carroll, Noble, LaGrange, Fayette, and Parke, 
Illinois; Orange county. New Jersey; Chester county, Pa.; Hancock county, 
Ohio and city and county of St. Louis, Mo. 

PERIODICALS RECEIVED. 

List of periodicals now regularly received at the library: 

African Repository. Washington, (q ) 

American Antiquarian. Chicaga (bi-m.) 

American Architect. Boston, (w.) 

American Catholic Historical Researches. Phila. (q.) 

American Economic Association Publications. Baltimore, (bi-m.) 

American Historical Association Papers. New York, (q ) 

American Journal of Philology. Baltimore, (q ) 

American Journal of Science. New Haven, (m.) 

American Naturalist. PhUadelphia. (m.) 

Athenaeum. London, (w.) 

Atlantic Monthly. Boston, (m.) 

Bibliotheca Sacra. Oberlin, O. (q ) 

Blackwood's Magazine. Edinburgh, (m.) 

Buchanan's Journal of Man. Boston, (m.) 

Canadian Patent Office Record. Toronta (m ) 

Canadian Record of Science. Montreal (q ) 

Catholic World. New York, (m.) 

Century. New York, (m.) 

Civil Service Record. Boston, (m) 

Clinique. Chicago, (ra.) 
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Contemporary Review. Loidon. (m.) 
Critic. New York, (w.) 
Dial. Chicago, (m ) 
Eclectic Mig^iQ3. N<aw York, (m) 
Edinburgh Review. Edinburgh, (q.) 
English Eistorical Review. London, (q ) 
Essex Institute Historical Collections. Salem, (q.) 
Fortnightly Review. London, (m.) 
Forum. New York, (m.) 
Granite Monthly. Concord, N. H. (m.) 
Harper's Magazine. New York, (m.) 
Interm^diaire. Paris, (semi-m.) 
Iowa Historical Record. Iowa City, (q.) 
Johns Hopkins University Studies. Baltimore, (m.) 
Journal of the Franklin Institute. Phila. (m.) 
Journal of Speculative Philosophy. New York, (q.) 
Library Journal New York . (m.) 
Library Note<p. Baston. (q.) 
Lippincott's Magazine. Philadelphia, (m.) 
Literary News. New York, (m.) 
Literary World . Boston, (bi-w.) 
Littell*s Living Age. Boston, (w.) 
Macmillan*s Magazine. London, (m.) 
Magazine of American History. New York, (m.) 
Magazine of Western History. Cleveland, (m.) 
Manifesto. Canterbury, N. H. (m.) 
Missionary Herald. Boston, (m.) 
Nation. New York, (w.) 

New England Historical and (lenealogical Register. Boston, (q ) 
New Englander. New Haven, (m ) 
New Princeton Review. New York, (bi-m.) 
New York (Genealogical and Biographical Record. New York, (q.) 
Nineteenth Century. London, (m.) 
North American Review. New York, (m.) 
Northwest Magazine. St Paul, (m.) 
Notes and Queriea London, (w.^ 
Overland Monthly. San Francisco, (to.) 
Pennsylvania Magazine of History. Phila. (q.) 
Political Science Quarterly. New York, (q.) 
Popular Science Monthly. New York, (m.) 
Presbyterian Review. New York* (q.) 
Public Opinion. Washington, (w.) 
Publishers* Weekly. New York, (w.) 
Quarterly Review. London, (q.) 
Science. New York, (w.) 
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Hcribner*s Magazine. New York, (m.) 

Shakespeariana. Philadelphia, (m.) 

Society d'Ethnograpbie. Paris, (m.) 

Southern Historical Society Papers. Richmond, (m.) 

Unitarian Review. Boston, (ol) 

United States Catholic Historioal Magazine. New York, (q ) 

United States Patent Office Gazette. Washington, (w.) 

Westminster Review. London, (m.) 

Wisconsin Journal of Education. Madison, (m.) 

NEWSPAPERS RECEIVED. 

The library is particularly strong in bound newspaper 
files, having now 5,240 volumes, reaching back to 1750 in 
an almost unbroken succession of years, while scattering 
volumes cover the century previous. These newspaper files 
we regard as of great value, increasing in interest and 
importance as the years pass by. 

Our department of Wisconsin newspapers is of particular 
and immediate value, for there is no point of Wisconsin his- 
tory, since the formation of the territory, upon which they 
do not throw light, and the writing of the annals of State 
or community is impossible without a continual reference 
to the pages of the public journals. It is due to the enter- 
prise and generosity of the editors of the commonwealth that 
we are enabled to make this splendid showing of Wisconsin 
newspapers, and to them we cordially tender the Society's 
thanks. 

Following is a list of 

WISCONSIN NEWSPAPERS 

now regularly received at the library and bound, — all of 
them being weekly editions, except where otherwise noted: 

Adams Co. — Frienship» Adams Co. Press. 

Ashland Co. — Ashland Press; Glidden Pioneer; Hurley Iron Tribune; 
Hurley, Montreal River Miner. 

Barron Co.— Barron Co. Shield; Chetek Alert. 

Bayfield Ca- Bayfield Press. 

Brown Co.— Depere News; Fort Howard Review; Green Bay Advocate; ' 
Green Bay State Gazette. 

Buffalo Co.— Alma Journal; Fountain City Republikaner; Mondovi 
Herald. 

Burnett Co.— Grantsburji: Sentinel. 
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Calumet Co. — Chilton Times. 

Chippewa Co.— Chippewa Falls Herald; Chippewa Falls Times. 

Clark Co. — Colby Phonograph; Neillsville Republican and Press; 
Neillsville True Republican; Neillsville Times. 

Columbia Co. — Columbus Democrat; Kilbourn City Mirror-Gazette; 
Lodi Valley News; Portage Advertiser; Portage Democrat; Portage, State 
Register; Poynette Press; Rio Reporter. 

Crawford Co. — Prairie du Chien Courier; Prairie du Chien Union; 
Soldiers* Grove JoumaL 

Dane Co. — Black Earth Advertiser; Deerfield Herald; Madison j^gis; 
Madison Botschafter; Madison Democrat, d. ; Madison Daily News, d; Mad- 
ison, Our Church Work, m.; Madison Prohibitionist; Madison Staats-Zei- 
tung; Madison State Journal, d. & w. ; Madison, Western Farmer; Madison, 
Western Templar, & m.; Mazomanie Sickle; Oregon Observer; Stoughton 
Courier; Stoughton Hub, s. w.; Sun Prairie Countryman. 

Dodge Co. — Beaver Dam Argus; Beaver Dam Citizen; Juneau Telephone; 
Waupun Times. 

Door Co. — Sturgeon Bay Advocate; Sturgeon Bay Independent. 

Door Ca — Superior Times; West Superior Wave. 

Dunn Ca — Menomonie News; Menomonie Times. 

Eau Claire Co.— Augusta Eagle; Eau Claire Free Press; Eau Claire New& 

Florence Co. — Florence Mining News. 

Fond du Lac Co. — Brandon Time^; Fond du Lao Cjmmon wealth; Fond 
du Lac Reporter; Ripon Common wealth; Ripon Free Press; Waupun 
Leader. 

Forest Co. — Crandon Leaves; Crandon Republican. 

Grant Co. — Boscobel Dial; Lancaster Herald; Lancaster Teller; Montfort 
Monitor; Platteville Democrat; Platteville Witness. 

Green Co. — Albany Journal; Albany Vindicator; Brodhead Independ* 
ent; Monroe Sentinel; Monroe Sun. 

Green Lake Co. — Berlin Journal; Princeton Republic. 

Iowa Ca — Arena Rural Eye; Dodgeville Chronicle; Dodge ville Sun; Min- 
eral Point Democrat; Mineral Point Tribune. 

Jackson Co.— Black River Falls Banner; Black River Falls Independent ; 
Merrillan Leader. 

Jefferson Co.— Fort Atkinson Union; Fort Atkinson Wisconsin Chief, m.; 
Jefferson Banner; Lake Mills Leader; Palmyra Enterprise; Waterloo 
Journal; Watertown Gazette; Watertown Republican. 

JuneauCo.—Elroy Tribune; Mauston Star; Mauston Sun; Necedah Re- 
publican ; New Lisbon Argus. 

Kenosha Co. — Kenosha Telegraph; Kenosha L^nion. 

Kewaunee Co. — Ahnapee Record; Kewaunee Enterprise. 

La Crosse Co.— La Crosse Chronicle; La Crosse NordStem; La Croese 
News; La Crosse Republican and Leader. 

La Fayette Co. — Darlington Democrat; Darlington Journal; Darling- 
3- 
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ton Register; Darlington Rapublican; Shullsburg Local; Shullsbjrg Pick 
and Gad. 

Langlade Co. — Antigo News Item. 

Lincoln Co. — Merrill Advocate; Merrill News. 

Manitowoc Co. — Manitowoc Nord-westen; Manitowoc Pilot; Manito* 
woe Times; Manitowoc Tribune; Two Rivers Chronicle. 

Marathon Co. — Wausau Central Wisconsin; Wausau Pioneer; Wausau 
Torch of Liberty . 

Marinette Co. — Marinette Eagle. 

Marquette Co. — Montello Express 

Milwaukee Co. — Acker uad Gartenbm Zditung; Banner und Volks- 
freund; Milwaukee Columbia; Milwaukee Fortscbritt der Zeit; Milwaukee 
Germania; Milwaukee Herold; Milwaukee Journal, d; Milwaukee Ma> 
sonic Tidings; Milwaukee Seebote; Milwaukee Sentinel, d; Milwaukee 
Sunday Telegraph; Milwaukee, XT. S. MiUer; Milwaukee, Evening Wis- 
consin, d. ; Milwaukee, Yeno wine's News. 

Monroe Co. — Sparta Democrat; Sparta Herald; Tomah Journal. 
; Oconto Co. — Oconto Reporter. . 

Outagamie Co. — Appleton Crescent; Appleton Post; Appleton Volks- 
freund; Appleton World, s. m. 

Ozaukee Co. — Cedarburg News; Port Washington Star. 

Pepin Co.— Durand Courier. 

Pierce Co.— Prescott Plaindealer; River Falls Journal. 

Polk Co. — Osceola Mills Press. 

Portage Co.— Stevens* Point Gizette; Stevens' Point Journal. 

Price Co.— Phillips Times. 

Racine Co. — Burlington Free Press; Racine Advocate; Racine Jour- 
nal; Racine Slavic; Racine Times, d.; Union Grove Enterprise; Water- 
ford Post. 

Richland Co. — Richland Center Observer; Richland Center Rustic. 

Rock Co.— Belt »it Free Pressed. & w.; Clinton Herald; Elgerton To- 
bacco Grower; Evansville Enterprise; Evansville Review; Evansville 
Tribune; Janesville Gazette, d.; Janesville Recorder; Janesville Sun; Mil- 
ton Telephone. 

St. Croix Co. — Baldwin Bulletin; Hudson Sl^ar and Times; Hudson 
True Republican; New Richmond Republican. 

Sauk Co. — Baraboo Democrat; Baraboo Republic; Prairie du Sao News; 
Reedsburg Free Press; Sauk Oily Pionier-am Wisconsin. 

Sawyer Ca— Hay ward North Wisconsin News. 

Shawano Co — Shawano Advocate: Shawano Journal. 

Sheboygan Co.— Plymouth Reporter; Sheboygan Times; Sheboygan Falls 
Nowa 

Taylor Co.— Medford Star and News, 

Trempealeau Ca— Arcadia Republican and Leader. 

N ernon Co.— De Soto Chronicle; Viroqua Censor. 
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Walworth Co.— Delavan Deaf Mute Times; Delavan Enterprise; Dela- 
▼an Republican; Elkhorn Independent; Elkhorn ScliooIJoumal; Lake Ge- 
neva Herald; Whitewater RegiBter. 

Washington Co. — Hartford Press; West Bend Democrat. 

Waukesha Co. — Oconomowoc Free Press; Waukesha Democrat; Wau- 
kesha Freeman. 

Waupaca Ca — New London Times; Weyauwega Chronicle; Waupaca 
Poet; Waupaca Republican. 

Waushara Ca — Plainfield Sun; Wautoma Argus. 

Winnebago Co.— Menasha Press; Omro Journal; Oshkoah Northwest- 
em; Oshkosh, Wisconsin Telegraph. 

Wood Co.— Centralia Eaterprise; Grand Rapids Reporter; Marshfield 
Times. 

OTHER NEWSPAPERS 

Are received as follows: 

Daily — Chicago Times; Chicago Tribune; New York Times; New York 
Tribune; New York World; St Paul and Minneapolis Pioneer Press. 

Weekly— Chicago Standard; Chicago Northwestern Lumberman; Chi- 
cago Skandinaven; New York, The Voice; Washington, D. C, National Tri- 
bune; Minneapolic^North western Miller; Winona, Minn., Westlicher Herold; 
Cottage City, Martha's Vineyard Herald; Phila., Bulletin Amer. Iron and 
Steel Association; Davenport, Iowa, Churchman. 

MANUSCRIPT ADDITIONS. 

In March last, the Corresponding Secretary visited the 
Winnebago Indians in Adams county, accompanied by 
Moses Paquette, of Black River Falls, the government inter- 
preter, whom he had engaged for the expedition. Interest- 
ing narratives were obtained from Spoon Decorah and other 
head men, and during the trip the Secretary was enabled 
to obtain from the lips of Mr. Paquette an entertaining ac- 
count of the various attempts at removal, of the Wisconsin 
Winnebagoes and a graphic picture of their present condi- 
tion and habits. Spoon Decorah died at the alleged age of 
93, but the probable age of Si, on the 13th of October, near 
Necedah. He was the son of Gray-head Decorah, promi- 
nently identified with the early history of Columbia county, 
and was the oldest and best-posted man in the band. His 
narrative of tribal experiences and conditions will, with 
that of Mr. Paquette, appear in the opening volume of the 
second series of Wisconsin Historical Collections. 
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During the latter part of May, the Secretary visited the 
Winnebagoes in Adams county, also accompanied by Inter- 
preter Paquette, an intelligent and trustworthy man who 
has in many ways been useful to the Society, in its search 
for information as to the history and traditions of the Wis- 
consin Winnebagoes and the structure of their language. 
Upon this trip, the principal person interviewed was Walking 
Cloud, who gave some novel reminiscences of the Black 
Hawk war and threw more or less light on tribal mythology. 
A portion of Walking Cloud's narrative will appear in the 
forthcoming volume. 

In June, some time was spent at Green Bay, Fort Howard^ 
Kaukauna and Little Rapids, on the lower Fox, interview- 
ing pioneers and gathering a mass of manuscript material 
for the Society's archives. Hon. Morgan L. Martin, of Green 
Bay, and Andrew J. Vieau, Sr., of Fort Howard, were in- 
duced to give extended narratives of early days in Wiscon- 
sin, which were carefully jotted down and afterwards 
amplified by means of correspondence and old documents 
furnished by the narrators. 

Judge Martin was, at the time of the interview, then in 
his sixty-first year of residence at Green Bay, having arrived 
there by sailing vessel from Detroit, May 20, 1827. A rela- 
tive of Judge James D. Doty and the warm friend of Hon. 
Henry S. Baird, he was from the first prominent in the affairs 
of what came to be erected into the Territory of Wisconsin, 
and personally identified with the early fortunes of Green 
Bay, Prairie du Chien and Milwaukee. He was for many 
years the moving spirit in the Fox- Wisconsin improvement 
enterprise, was a member of the territorial councils of Mich- 
igan and Wisconsin, and served as a delegate for Wisconsin 
territory in congress; he was, also, the president and one of 
the most useful members of the second state constitutional 
convention and had an intimate acquaintance with the 
leading men of the territory and state. The narrative of 
Judge Martin was, by his own wish, chiefly restricted to 
the territorial period and in some important particulars his 
extreme modesty forbade the proper amplification of his 
important political career. Though thus pruned, it remains 
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an interesting and important contribution to early Wiscon- 
sin history. The Secretary's MS, was sent to Judge Martin^ 
late in September^ for his revision and what additional notes 
he might suggest. In his growing infirmity he pleaded for 
extention of time, which was twice granted him. On the 
morning of the 2d of December, he suffered paralysis of the 
right side. He was at work upon the MS. up to within a few 
minutes of the sad visitation. Only the evening before, 
he had written to the Secretary giving particulars of the 
close of a negotiation in behalf of the Society, which he had 
been induced to undertake — whereby the art gallery 
becomes the prospective legatee of a considerable collec- 
tion of oil paintings of high artistic merit, the property of 
Mrs. Otto Tank, of Fort Howard, whose splendid gift to the 
library of 5,000 volumes — known in our alcoves as the Tank 
library — was made in 1867. Thus was Judge Martin's last 
work on earth a labor of love for this Society, of which he 
was a charter member, its second vice-president and ever 
an earnest and helpful worker. He passed away on the 
afternoon of Dec. 10, in the 83rd year of an honorable and 
eminently useful life, the last of the earliest group of Wis- 
consin statesmen. His narrative will appear in the next 
volume^ with his notes as far as written, incorporated in the 
text. g 

The narrative of Mr. Vieau will prove an exceedingly 
valuable paper, giving facts concerning the early history 
of Milwaukee and other lake-shore counties not heretofore 
published, with much interesting information regarding the 
Wisconsin fur trade. 

The visit to the lower Fox proved especially productive, 
in the acquisition of old letter-books, diaries, memoranda 
and letters, fully 2,000 documents in all, illustrative of olden 
times, particularly the fur-trade and the conduct of Indian 
affairs, in the Green Bay and lake shore region during the 
last decade of the eighteenth and the first third of the nine- 
teenth centuries. These documents have, many of them, 
autographic value, there being in the collection letters from 
Zachary Taylor, Lewis Cass, John Lawe, Solomon Juneau, 
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Robert Stuart, Eleazar Williams, and a host of lesser nota- 
bilities on the early stage of Wisconsin's history; besides a 
number of letters from John Qaincy Adams, Charles Fran- 
cis Adams, Sr., and others, to Wisconsin relatives and 
friends, and commissions, land patents and other documents 
signed by most of the early presidents and cabinet officials, 
•f hose who have chiefly contributed to this splendid collec- 
tion, have been Col. James M. Boyd, of South Kaukauna; An- 
drew J, Vieau, of Fort Howard; Charles de Langlade Qrig- 
non, of Green Bay ; George W. Lawe, Esq., of Kaukauna; 
Mrs. Morgan L. Martin, of Green Bay, and Miss Josephine 
Penney, of Little Kaukauna. 

Many of these contributors have promised still further 
donations, and another official visit to the Green Bay region 
will doubtless result in the discovery and acquisition of 
other collections of old manuscripts which properly belong 
in the Society's archives; and there is but little doubt that a 
similar search at and in the neighborhood of Prairie du 
Chien may prove well worth the undertaking. 

Previous to the manuscript acquisitions of the present 
year, the Society was already quite rich in material of the 
same sort, although not as varied in character — the Porlier 
papers comprising the body of the early Green Bay docu- 
ments. The time has now come when the collections of 
this character should be properly assorted and mounted for 
binding, so as to be easily accessible. The engagement of 
additional clerical assistance for this purpose, will, how- 
ever, be essential, and the Society will be. asked to act upon 
a suggestion to that end. 

The following is the list of autograph and manuscript 
collections of the year, from the official record: 

Autograph letters of Abraham Lincoln, Jane IS, 1863; R. B. Hayes, 
Dec. 20, 1870; Jaa K. Polk, Aug. 15, 1882; Jas. Buchanan, April 16, 1845; 
Millard Fillmore, Feb. 17, 1843; John Tyler, n. d.; Jas. Madison, Aug. 6, 
1801; Thos. Jefferson, Jan. 14, 1708 and Aug. 4, 1817; Wm. H. Harrison, 
Oct 20, 1803; Henry Wilson, Aug. 18, 1865; Hannibal Hamlin, June 7, 
1856; John C. Calhoun, n. d. and Dec. 18, 1837; Daniel D. Tompkins, April 
10, 1810 and Elbridge Gerry, Aug. 21, 1807. Purchased. 
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Document signed by Gten. Winfleld S. Hancock, Governor's Island, Aug. 
10, 1885, from Chas. F. Gunther, Chicago. 

Manuscript letter of Capt Nat Rollins to lion. Timothj O. Howe, dated 
Jan. 26, 1865, with an account of his capture at Gettysburg and imprison- 
ment in Libby prison; — twenty pages. From the same. 

MS. copy of Rey. Cutting Marsh's communication to Rev. David Greene, 
Boston, Mass., dated Mar. 25, 1885, giving an account of his visit to the 
Sauks and Foxes in Wisconsin, 1835, and of his missioaary labors — ninety- 
three pages. From the same. 

MS. journal of the preliminary survey of the Texas Pacific Railroad, 
by Hon. J. G. Enapp, of Limona, Fla., an attache, made July, 1873 — 266 
pages. From the same. 

Letter written by a Winnebago Indian to his nephew, in the phonetic 
alphabet taught to the Wisconsin Winnebagoes in 1881 by an educated 
Sioux, translated by Moses Paquette. From Reuben G. Thwaltes. 

The original draft of Gov. J. D. D« ty's message to the legislature con- 
vened Dec. 5, 1843, in which he declined to recognize it. From Densmore 
Chapin, Lake (Geneva. 

A collection of letters written by and to Judge John Lawe, Duncan 
Stuart, Solomon Juneau and others; also the letter copy and account book, 
kept by the lateCoL G^eorge Boyd, Indian agent at Green Bay, together with 
an exceedingly valuable and large collection of documents and letters, il- 
lustrating the early fur trade in the Green Bay region. Presented by CoL 
James M. Boyd, South Eaukauna. 

A collection of manuscripts left by the late Paul du Charme. From 
George W. Lawe, Kaukauna. 

A large collection of ms. documents, lettersjfur- trading accounts, mem- 
oranda, contracts, etc., illustrative of early history in Wisconsin, left by 
his grandfather, Louis Gr]p:non, and his aunt Miss Ursula Grignon. From 
Chns. de Langlade Grignon, Green Bay. 

Ms. papers of Ebenezer Brigham. the first white settler of Dane county, 
1816— 1 838. From Horace G . Bliss. Fairmount , Nebraska. 

A partial copy of payment-roll, used in paying an annuity of $33.54 per 
head to the Wisconsin Winnebagoes, at Hatiey, Tomah and Black River 
Falls, February 22-March 13, 1686. From Mcses Paquette, government 
interpreter, Black River Falls. 

Miscellaneous letters to Andrew J. Vieau, commissions, invoices, etc., 
including letters of Solomon Juneau, 1810-1852, and John Lawe, 1832- 
1852. From Andrew J. Vieau, Fort Howard. 

Autograph signature of commander Isaac Hull, U. S. N., to J. Ether- 
idge, approving purchases of naval stores, October 11, 1826; private letter 
of Mrs. Hull to J. Etheridge, March, 1843. Signature of George Bancroft, 
secretary of war, to circular. April 8, 1846. From Rev. C. D. Bradlee, Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

United States patent of 138.45 acres of land in the Territory of Michi- 
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san, dated November 15, 1829, to Jacques Vieau, signed by Andrew Jack- 
son, president. From Andrew J. Vieau, Fort Howard, Wia 

Manuscript arithmetic in French, 1774, and a morocco pocket book, for- 
merly belonging to Judge Charles Reaume, of Green Bay, Wis. From 
Charles de Langlade Grignon, Green Bay. 

Byron Kilbourn's history of La Crosse land.grants, a legal document in 
manuscript— prepared August 3, 1860. From Prof J. C. Freeman, Madison. 

Papers relating to Dr. James G. Percival— newspaper cuttings and man- 
uscript letter written by Boriah Brown, of Seattle, Washington Territory, 
December 10, 1883, in reference to the same. From Dr. Joseph Bobbins, 
Madison, Wis. 

A collection of documents illustrative of early Wisconsin history, par- 
ticularly papers kept by the late Eleazar Williams; also steel portrait of 
Admiral D. D. Porter, framed. From Mr& Elizabeth S. Morgan, Green 
Bay. 

Documents from the Haldimand Collection, during Revolutionary war, 
1777-1783; from the Canadian archives. Purchased. 

Narrative of early days in Jefferson county, by Hon. Elisha W. Keyes, 
Madison. 

A bibliography of Jean Nicolet, by Consul W. Butterfield, Madison. 

Letter from Jefferson Davis, written to James D. Butler, LL. D., dated 
February 22, 1885, giving facts relating to early history of the Four Lakes 
region. Presented by Dr. Butler. 



WISCONSIN AUTHORS. 

One of the new departments instituted during the year, 
has been that of Wisconsin authorship. In response to a 
circular request sent out in May last, to the writers of the 
state, there has been accumulated a very creditable collec- 
tion of their literary productions, in prose and verse, nearly 
all of our authors generously contributing copie? of their 
publications to date; and additions are being constantly 
made. These emanations from the numerous literary work- 
shops of the commonwealth, are displayed in a separate al- 
cove and attract marked attention from all visitors, — being, 
in a measure, a permanent exposition of the products of 
Wisconsin intellect. It is hoped that during the coming 
year, the few authors who are not yet represented may be 
induced to contribute tov^ard the completeness of this unique 
and interesting display. 
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Following is a tabulated list of the year's receipts in this 
department: ^ 



C. N. Casper (and two maps.) 

K. A. Linderfelt 

F. K. Conover 

Dr. R. Herdegen 

£. Hennecke & Co 

John Johnson (and news- 
paper cutting;) 

Dr. Arthur Holbrook 

J. H. Bleyer 

Rev. John Gmeiner 

John S. Fillmore 

Adolph Meinecke 

Eben E. R^xford 

B. H. Standish .' 

Prof. W. F. Allen 

Hon. S. T. Merrill 

Jas. S. Buck (and piano mu- 
sic.) 
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2 

1 
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1 
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11 
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5 

1 

6 
8 

8 
8 

1 
8 



1 
2 
1 



Mrs. R. B. Anderson 

Miss A. A. Woodward . . . . 

Gerritt Droppers 

Miss Mary G. 0*Sheridan 

(ms. vol.) 

Miss Julia M. Tascher 

Capt. Charles Kiag 

Prof. W. H Rosenstengel. 
Mrs E. Y. Richmond, (and 

sheet music) 

Rev. T. J. Macmurray 

Miss Helen A. Manville. . . 

B. J. Dorward 

W. H. Metcalf 

Edw. J. Paul 



CO 
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16 
6 
1 

1 

4 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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1 

1 
1 

13 
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LITERARY EXCHANGES. 

The usual exchange of duplicate publications with other 
libraries has been carried on during the year with a reason- 
able degree of success. This feature of our work, however, 
is capable^ we think, of much greater extension, and to this 
end we invite the co- operation of our friends. The follow- 
ing contributions for exchange purposes have been received 
within the year: 

Fifty copies each, of Governor's messages and documents, Senate and 
Assemblj Journals and laws of Wisconsin, 1887, and fifty copies report of 
Wisconsin State Board of Health, from the state. 

Twenty copies of Catalogue of Officers and Graduates of the University 
of Wisconsin, 1849-1887, from Prof. D. B. Frankenburger. 

Twenty copies Report of Agricultural and Experimental Station, Urn- 
versity of Wisconsin, 1886, from Prof. W. A. Henry. 

Twenty-five copies Thwaites' biographical sketch of Gen. David Atwood, 
from Mr. Thwaite& 



1 Ala^ Included in the list of donations hereafter i^iven. 
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Twelve oopies Wisconsin Farmers* Institutes, Bulletin No. 1, 1887, and 
twenty-five copies Northern Wisconsin Agricultural and Mechanical Ab- 
sociation, 1888-87, from Hon. W. H. Morrison. 

Ten copies annual report of Milwaukee Chamber of Commerce, 1886, 
from W. J. Lang^on, secretary. 

Twelve copies of National Convention of Bureaus of Labor, United 
States, 1887, from Hon. Frank A. Flower. 

Twelve copies report of Regents of Universitj of Wisconsin, 1886, from 
L S. Bradley. 

Fifteen copies of Rev. W. A. McAtee*s sermon, November 2i, 1886, on 
the Labor Question, from J. H. Carpenter, LL. D., and M. R Doyon. 

Three copies of Proceedings of National Editorial Association, 1886, 
from Hon. E. D. Coe. 

Two copies Transactions of Wisconsin State Medical Society, 1886, from 
Dr. J. T. Reeve, secretary. 

Ffteen copies Report of Madison Public Schools, for 1886, from Prof. 
W. H. Beach. 

Fifteen copies of The Part Borne by Sergt. John White Paul in the Cap- 
ture of Brig.- Gen. Richard Prescott, 1777, from the author, Edward J. 
Paul. 
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DONORS OF BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS.* 



From Societies and Institu- 
tions. 



American Antiquarian So- 
ciety 

American Ck)lonization So- 



ciety 

American Congregational 

Association 

American (Geographical So- 

cietjr 

American Museum of Nat. 
History 

American Philosophical So- 
ciety I.. 

American Water Ck>lor So- 
ciety 

Amherst College 

AndoTer Theological Sem 
inary 

Astor Library 

Beloit College 

Birchard Library, Fremont, 
Ohio 

Boston and Maine R. R. Co 

Boston Associated Charities 

Boston City Auditor 

Boston Lity Hospital 

Boston City Messenger. . . . 

Bowdoin College 

Brooklyn Library 

Buffalo Historical Society. 

California, University of.. 

Canada G^eolog. and Nac 
History Survey 

Cayuga Co., N. Y., Histori- 
Gal Society 

Chicago and Northwebtern 
R. R. Co 

Cnicago Charity Organiza- 
tion Society 

Chicago Department of 
Public Works 

Chicago Historical Society . 

Chicago Home for the 
Friendless 

Chicago, Milwaukee and St. 
PaulRRCo 

Chicago Patriots' League. . 

Cincinnati Board of Educa- 
tion 

Colorado Sup*t of Insurance 
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From Societies and Institu- 
tions. 



1 
2 
2 
4 



3 
12 

4 

76 
10 
11 



Columbia Coll*^gP 

Cornell University 

Delaware Historical Society 

Essex Institute 

Franklin Institute 

Oeorgia Historical Society. 

Great Britain— PatentOffice 

Harvard College 

Illinois Bureau of Labor 
Statistics 

Indiana Department of Sta- 
tistics 

Indiana Historical Society. 

Iowa Commissioner of La- 
bor Statistics 

Iowa Grand Lodge 

Iowa State Library 

Kansas Historical Society. . 

Kansan State Board of Ag- 
riculture 

Lackawanna, Pa., Institute 
of History and Science. . 

Lawrence University 

Library of Congress 

London, Corporation of ti^ e 
City of 

Maine Historical Society. . . 

Manitoba Hibtorical. and 
Scientific Society. 

Maryland Historical Society 

Massachusetts General Hos- 
pital 

Massachusetts Historical 
Society 

Massachusetts Horticultur- 
al Society 

Massachusetts Medical So 
ciety 

Massachusetts State Library 

Maverick National Bai.k, 
Boston 

Michigan State Library. . . . 

Michigan University 

Milwaukee Asylum for In- 
sane 

Milwaukee Deutsche Gessel 
schaf t 

Milwaukee Public Library, 

Milwaukee Public Museum 
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2 
1 
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19 
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2 

81 
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2 
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8 



1 These ackaowledgmeats Incliiie dupUjate?, which, hDirever, are not equated ia the 
statement oC library Increase. 



30 



DONORS OF BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS — Continued. 



From Societies and Institu- 
tions. 



Milviraukee School Board.. . 

Minnesota Geological and 
Natural History Survey. . 

Minnesota Historical So- 
ciety 

Minnesota Sc'hool for Imbe- 
ciles 

Missouri Commissioner of 
Labor Statistics 

Mitchell Library, Glasgow. 

Morrison Obsprvatory. 

Mt Holyoke Female Semin- 
ary 

Nebraska State Historical 
Society 

New England Historical 
Genealogical Society 

New Jersey Bureau of Labor 
Statistics 

New York City, Committee 
on Bartholdi Statue, etc. 

New York City Children's 
Aid Society 

New York City Free Circu- 
lating Library 

New York City Factory In- 
spectors 

New York Historical So- 
ciety 

New York State Library. . . 

North Carolina State His- 
torical Society 

North Carolina, University 
of 

Nova Scotia Historical So- 
ciety 

Ohio Archaeological and His^ 
torical Society, Columbus 

Ohio Historical and Philo 
sophical Society, Cincia- 
nati 

Oneida HiHtnrical Society. . 

Oshkosh Wiii., State Normal 
School 

Peabody Institute, Balti- 
more 

Peabody Museum, Cam- 
bridga 

Pennsylvania Secretary of 
Internal Alfairs 
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From Societies and Institu- 
tions. 
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23 



2 

1 



Pennsylvania, University of 

Philadelphia Library Com 
pany , 

Philadelphia Numismatic 
and Antig'n Society 

Platteville, Wis., State Nor- 
mal School 

Providence, R. L, Public Li- 
brary 

Racine., Wis., College 

Rhode Island Hist. Society. 

Ripon, Wia, College 

River Falls, Wis. , State Nor- 
mal School 

3t Louis Public Library . . 

St Paul Chamber of Com- 
merce 

San Francisco Mercantile 
Library Assoc 

Scientific American, Pub^ 
lishers of 

Smithsonian Institute 

Toronto Public Library 

United States Bureau of 
Ethnology 

United States Chief of Ord- 
nance 

United States Coast Survey 

United States Commission- 
er of Agriculture 

United States Commissioner 
of Education 

United States Commissioner 
of Labor 

United States Commission- 
er of Navigation 

United States Comptroller 
of Currency 

United States Department 
of Interior 

United States Department 
of State 

United States Department 
of Treasury , 

United States Department 
of War 

United Stales Fish Com- 
missiocer 

United States Geological 
Survey 
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DONORS OF BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS.— Continued. 



From Societies and* Institu- 
tions. 



United States Life Saving 

*^ Service 

United States Patent Office 

United States Postmaster 
(General 

United States Signal Ser- 
vice 

United States Supervising 
Inspectors of Steam Ves- 
sels 

United States Surgeon Gen- 
eral 

Vermont State Library 

Virginia Historical Society 

Warner Observatory 

Washburn Observatory 

Western Reserve and No. 
Ohio Histor. Society. . . . 

Wisconsin Central R. R. . . 

Wisoonsin Central Wiscon- 
sin Agricultural Asso. . . . 

Wisconsin Humane Society 

Wisconsin Industrial School 
for Girls 
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From Societies and Institu- 
tions. 



Wisconsin Insurance Com- 
missioner 

Wisconsin Secretary of 
State 

Wisconsin, State of 

Wisconsin Stalfe Agricultu- 
ral Society 

Wisconsin State Board of 
Charities .... 

Wisconsin State Board of 
Supervisors 

Wisconsin State Library. . . 

Wisconsin State Medical 

Wisconsin Sup't Public In- 
struction 

Wisconsin, University of. 

Worcester, Masa, Public 
Library 

Worcester, Masa, Society of 
Antiquity 

Wyoming, Pa., Historical 
and Geolog. Soc'y 

Yale University 
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DONORS OF BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS.* 



From Individuals. 



Alderman, Mrs. L. A 

Alexarder, Fred Z 

Allen, Prof. Wm. F 

Anderson, Mrs. Rasmus B. 

Andrews, Byron 

Andrews, Israel Ward 

Askew, C. W 

Atwood and Forbes 

Barnes, Geo. W 

Bascom, Dr. John 

Battell, Robbins & Anna. . 

Beach, Prof. W. H 

Benedict, S. G 

Bes^or, Rev. O. P 

Blair, Hon. H. W 

Bodenius, Dr. F. H 

Boyd, hoi. Jas. M 

Bradlee, Rev. CD 

Bradley, Isaac S 

Brandenburg, O. D 

Branner, Dr. John C 

Britt. C. C 

Bross, Hon . Wm 

Brown, Dr. J. C 

Bryant, Gen. E. E 

Brymner, Douglas 

Buck, Jas. S 

Butler, Prof. J. D 

Cameron, Hon . A 

Carrington, Gen. H. B 

Chamberlin, Pres. T. C 

Chapin, Dr. A. L 

Chapman. Gen. C. P 

Cheever, Hon. D. G 

Clark, Geo.T 

Cole, Theodore L 

Conovpr, F. K 

Coon,F. W 

Cowan, Fiank 

Croft, Matthew 

Crooker, Rev. J. H 

Crosby, Lock wood & Co. . . 

Cutter, C. A 

Cutter, Hon. Wm. P 

Darling, Chas. W 

Dawes, Col. E. C 

PawBon, Bros 

Dean, John Ward 

DePeyster, Gen. J. Watts. 
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Dewey, Melvil 

Dinsmore, Rev. J. W 

Dorn, Hon. Henry W 

Dow, Chas. C 

Doyle, Jos. B 

Drake, S. A 

Draper, Dr. Lyman C 

Droppers, Garritt 

Drowne, H. T 

Durrie, D. S 

Durward, B. I 

Earle, Dr. Pliny 

Egle, Dr. W. H 

Elliott, E. B 

Emilio, Luis F 

Evans, J. H 

Farmer, Silas 

Farrand, Eliz. M 

Fillmore, John C 

Fillmore, John S 

Flower, C. E 

Flower, Frank A 

Frame, Rev. Walter B 

Gagnon, Hon. C. A. E... 

George, Maj. T. J 

Giles, Pearce 

Gmeiner, Rev. John 

Gk)odspeed, W. A 

Gould, 8. C 

Gray, Col. E. B 

Green, Dr, S. A 

Green, S. 8 

Grider, Ruf us A 

Griffin, Martin I.J 

Griswold, W. M 

Hakes, Harry 

Hale, Rev. Dr. E. E 

Uambleton, C. J 

Harding, Wm. A 

Hare, Dr. A. J 

narrower, Henry D 

Hastings, Hon. 8. D 

Hennecke & Co 

Heim, John B 

Herdegen, Dr. R 

Heimstroet, E. B. 

Hickcox, John H 

Hill, A. J 

Hills, L. B.... 
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1 These aoknowledgmenis include duplicates, \\hich, however, are not counted in the 
statem.^nt of library increase. 
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DONORS OF BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS.— Continued. 



From Individuals. 



Hinton, John W 

Hobbins, Dr. Jos 

Holbrook, Dr. Arthur 

Hombeck, E. A 

Howland, Franklin 

Hoy, Dr. P. R 

Hoy t, Dr. John W 

Hugunin, Henry M 

Hunt, Sam'lH 

Huxley, H. E 

Jackson, Hon. Mortimer M 
Jackson, Rev. Sheldon... 

Jay, Miss Elizabeth C 

Johnston, John 

Jones, Gen. C. C, Jr 

Kelton, Cant. D wight H.. 

KessinRer, li 

King, Capt. Chas 

Knapp, Hon. J. G 

Knotty Hon. A. L 

Kenrad, N., Jr. 

Laflin, J. W 

La Follette, Hon. R. M 

Lamb, F. J 

Lambing, Rev. A. A 

Langson, W. J., Sec*y 

Lapham, W. B 

Lawrence, Rev. John 

Lawson, P. V 

Leavitt & Co 

Levick, Dr. Jas. J. 

Lewis, T.H 

Lueders, F. G. J 

Macmurray, Rev. Thos. J. . 

Magoon, Hon. H. S 

Manchester Rev. A 

Manville, Helen A 

Martin, Mrs. Morgan L. . . 

Mayer, Chas 

Merrill, Hon. a T 

Metca)f,Wm H 

Mills, G^n. Simeon 

Morrill, Hon. Justin S 

Morrison, Hon. W. H 

Mowat, Hon. Oliver 

Nelson, Thos. F 

Olson, Prof. Julius E 

Ormerod, Miss E. A 

0*Sheridan, Miss Mary 
Grant 
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Paine, J P«rcv 

Paine, Hon. Natban'l 

Parker, B. F., Sec'y 

Paul.Ei.J 

Paul, Hon. Geo. H 

Penney, Miss Josephine. . . . 

Perry, Bishop W. S 

Billing, J. C 

PiU8bury,W.L 

Poland, Prof. W. C 

Potter, R. B 

Potter, T. B 

Reed,E.R 

xveeve, uTm w. i.........*... 

Rexford, Eben E 

Reynolds, Prof. B. M 

Rice, Dr. J. A 

Richmond, Elizabeth Yates 

Roe, Alfred S 

Rollins, Hon. J. R 

Romero, Hon. M 

Rosenstengel, Prof. Wm. H. 

Rusk, Gov. J. M 

Salisbury, Prof. Albert.... 
Sanford, Rev. Dr. Enoch. . . 

Sawyer, Hon. Philetus 

Seymour, Norman 

Shellenberger, J. K 

Shipman, Col. a V 

Simms, Joseph 

Simpelaar, M, J 

Spooner, Hon. John C 

Sprague, J. F. & Son 

Standish,B. H 

Starring, W.S 

Stitt,afl.& Co 

iStryker, Gen. Wm. S 

[Suite, Benj 

Sutro, Theodore 

Tallmadge, J, R 

Tascher, Julia M 

Temple,J. H 

Thomas, Hon. John E 

Thwaites, Reuben G 

Tilley,R. H 

Todd, Hon. Wm. C 

Trelease, Prof. Wm 

TutUe, Rev. Dr. J. F 

Upham,F. K 

Vance, Gen. J. W 
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DONORS OF BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS.— Continued. 



From Individuals. 



Vance, Dr. J. W 

Van Slyke, Rev. D. O 

Vilas, fion. Wm. F 

Weeks, Prof. Stephen B 

Whitf ord , Rev. W. 

Wilcox, Ella Wheeler 

Willard, Frances E 

Williamson, Mrs. E. M 

Winsor, Justin 
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From Individuals. 



Winthrop, R. C, Jr 

Woodman, Hon. Cyrus. . . . 

Woodward, Miss A, A 

Wright, Prof. A. O 

Wyman,W.H 

Unknown 

Newspaper publishers, their 
flies 
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80 
16 



DONORS OF UNBOUND SERIALS AND NEWSPAPERa 



Rev. O. P. Bestor 

Miss A. A. Woodward 

Mrs. K M. Williamson 

Hon. S. D. Hastings 

Mrs. MlUa Wyman and Mfss Carrie E. Wyman 

John Bascom, LL. D 

Jas. D. Butler, LL. D 

Prof. Storm Bull 

Hon. Morgan L. Martin, about 1,000 numbers of early 
newspapers published at New York, Washington, D. C , 
Albany, N. Y., Chicago and in Wisconsm 

Herbert P. Peeters 

Gen. J. Watts de Peyster 

Dr. John A. Rice 

Frank D. Fuller 

Oen. C. P. Chapman 

Hon. John E. Thomas 
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LIBRARY PATRONS. 



Tho reading rooms have been unusually well patronized 
during the year, and the introduction of increased seating 
and table accommodations has been found necessary. To 
the students of the state university, who perhaps form the 
majority of our readers, day by day, the Society's library 
furnishes a means for mental equipment of incalculable ad- 
vantage to them, and quite unequalled in the entire 
west. Its importance as an auxiliary to the university 
appears to be cordially recognized by the regents and 
the faculty, many of whom are among our most active co- 
laborers, in the details of Society work. An arrangement 
has been recently made, by which university students en- 
gaged in the study of American history, are to have especial 
facilities for the consultation of our newspaper files, in the 
line of certain branches of original work contemplated by 
the professor of history. 

But aside from the university students, we have had large 
demands upon our stores by readers representing many 
sections of this and neighboring states. The year has 
brought to us several well-known specialists residing at 
various points in the west and south, attracted by our rich 
collections, printed and manuscript; a number of literary 
men, of national distinction, have also inspected our shelves 
during that time and by subsequent articles in the news - 
paper press have assisted in extending the reputation of the 
library. These visitors have all borne witness to their sur- 
prise at the extent of our resources, especially in Americana, 
and to one important fact the specialists have all called at- 
tention: that our collections of printed material for the his- 
tory of the western states is far greater than any contained 
within the borders of many of the states themselves. Re- 
cently The Des Moines (Iowa) Register, in an article in- 
spired by Lieut. Gov. B. F. Que, of that city, thus refers to 
our Iowa collection, he having had occasion, a few months 
ago, to critically examine it in detail— and the paragraph 
is but a specimen of the gratifying comments which con- 
tinually meet our view : 
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**If a county history or pamphlet upon ahnost any subject is published 
in Iowa, it speedily finds its way into the magnificent historical library of 
Wisoonsin; but here at home we practically ignore them as alike un- 
worthy of notice or preservation. A little history of this city was pub- 
lished 25 or 80 years ago. You will find a well preserved copy in that his- 
torical library. Wisconsin would not part with it for its i^eight in gold. 
It ought to be in our state library, but we are afraid it is not; and so of 
thousands of other materials, which are yearly being destroyed. Gk>v. 
Gue, who has lately spent several weeks at Hadison, in order to consult 
authorities there for his forthcoming history of Iowa, says that in the li- 
brary in Wisconsin there is two times as much of the historical records of, 
and material for a history of Iowa, as there is now preserved in this state it- 
self! * * * The state of Wisconsin possess 3S one of the most varied and 
valuable historical libraries in the union. Probably in storing up the 
results of original research she leads them all. Whoever would now at- 
tempt to write the history of any of our western states east of the Rocky 
mountains, most go to Madison, Wis., and make his studies in that im- 
portant library — for the materials which it contains can be found no- 
where else." 

THE ART GALLERY. 

The Society's art gallery and museum were inspected by 
between 30,000 and 35,000 persons, during the year. The 
introduction of a passenger elevator in the south wing of 
the capitol has proved of great convenience to our visitors 
and has somewhat increased their number. The rooms, how- 
over, are but illy ventilated; and, in extremely cold weather, 
are not adequately warmed: the betterment of these condi- 
tions is essential. The walls would be greatly improved by 
frescoing, and new and more appropriate cases for the dis- 
play of our Indian and other curiosities are sadly needed. 
A special legislative appropriation seems necessary to this 
end, however, and for that we must abide in patience for at 
least another year. 

Our collection of oil and crayon portraits now numbers 
149. It has received several welcome additions since the 
last report, and a number have been recently promised, but 
could not be obtained in time for this meeting. 

The generous action of Mrs. Otto Tank, of Fort Howard, 
in willing to us her fine collection of oil paintings, has al« 
ready been alluded to, and the sincere thanks of the Society 
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are due her for this splendid evidence of her kindly ap- 
preciation of its efforts in the development of artistic and 
literary culture in Wisconsin. These pictures, with others 
of high merit which have been verbally promised, will do 
much to place our gallery upon a firm footing as a perma- 
nent exposition of fine arts, and historical portraiture, and 
attract increased attention to our collections. 

Following is the detailed record of the year's acquisitions 
in this department: 

Oil portrait of Hon. Alexander Mitchell, of Milwaukee. Heavy gilt 
frame. Painted by Gtoo. EL Yewell, New York, 1832. Presented by Hon. 
John L. Mitchell. 

Oil portrait of Oliver CromweU. Copy of the original portrait by Samuel 
Ckx>per, taken after the battle of Dunbar (Sept., 1650). Painted and pre- 
sented by Mark R. Harrison, Fond da Lac. 

Oil portrait of Hon. Matthew Hale Carpenter. Painted by Prof. F. A. 
Lydston, Milwaukee, from personal sittings. Carved antique oak frame. 
Presented by Emil Durr, Milwaukee. 

Oil portrait of the late Col. Charles D. Robinson, of Green Bay, ex-sec- 
retary of state and pioneer editor. Painted by C. W. Heyd, Milwaukee, 
out frame. Presented by his friends. 

Oil portrait of Wm. H. Metcalf, an early settler in Milwaukee. 
Painted by Wm. Ver Bryck. Gilt frame. Mr. Metcalf and his partner, 
C. T. Bradley, were the donors of the statue of Solomon Juneau, placed 
in Juneau park, Milwaukee, in July, 1887. 

Oil portrait of Joseph Hobbins, M. D., Madison. Painted by Prof. James Rl 
Stuart Gilt frame. Presented by the Madison Literary club, of which 
Dr. Hobbins was the founder, and had for ten years been president. 

Oil portrait of Andrew J. Vieau, Sr., Fort Howard. Painted by Geo. P. A, 
Healey, in 1839. Mr. Vieau was born at Green Bay in 1818. He was the 
brother-in-law of Solomon Juneau, and son of Jacques Vieau, who estab- 
lished a trading post at Milwaukee, in 1795. 

Oil portrait of John E. Burton, of Milwaukee, painted by Frank B. 
Carpenter, of New York, author of the celebrated picture, Thn Emanci- 
pation Proclamation, now the property of the Dnited States government. 
Fine gilt frame. Presented by Mr. Burton . 

Oil portrait of ex-Senator George B. Burrows, of Madison, a curator of 
the Society. Painted by Prof. James R. Stuart. Massive gilt frame. Pre- 
sented by Senator Burrows. 

Oil portrait of the late Hon. Andrew Proudfif, of Madison, for many 
years one of the Society's curators and most active friends. Painted by 
Prof. James R. Stuart. Heavy gilt frame. Presented by Mrs. Proudfit 

Oil portrait of Issac Lyon, cabinet-keeper for the Society from 1871 to 
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1884| icclusive,— his services being g^ven gratuitously. Died Dec. 15, 1884, 
aged 90 years. Painted by Prof. James P. Stuart. Fine gilt frame. Pre> 
sen ted by bis son, Hon. Wm. P. Lyon, Madison. 

Small oil portrait of Hon . Alexander W. Stow, chief justice of the supreme 
court of Wisconsin — 1848-1831. Presented by Hon. Frank A. Flower. 

Life-size crayon portrait of Hon. John E. Thomas, of Sheboygan Falls. 
Qreh Bros., artists. Elegant gilt frame. Presented by himself. 

Life size crayoa portrait of the late Hon. Joseph Rankin, of Manitowoc, 
confressman from the 5th district. Felix Myers, artist. Presented by 
Mrs. Rankin. 

Small plaster bust of Hon. Rasmus B. Anderson, U. S. minister resi- 
dent, Copenhagen, Denmark. Carl Smidt, Copenhagen, artist. Presented 
by Mrs. R. B. Anderson. 

Large -sized photograph of Hon. Eiwin M. Stanton, taken by W. A. 
Hawkins, Milwaukee; oval gilt frame. From Levi G. Loomis, of Milwau- 
kee, by Hon. F. A. Flower. 

Quarter-size panel india-ink portrait of Mrs. C. A. P. Chester, of Buffalo, 
N. Y., formerly Mrs. ex-Governor L. P. Harvey. In her oostume as an 
■army nurse in the war of the rebellion. Framed. 

Large-size photograph of the late Gen. John A. Logan, by Sarony, New 
York. Presented by Byron Andrews, Esq. 

Cabinet photograph of the late Hon. John F. Willard, an early settler of 
Janesville. Presented by his daughter, Miss Frances E. Willard, Evans- 
ton, 111. 

Daguerreotype of the late Eleazar Williams, alleged dauphin of 
France, taken not long before his death, at Hoganstown, N. Y., Aug. 28, 
1858. Presented by Mrs. J. N. O'Brien, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Cabinet photograph of Wm. H. Wyman of Cincinnati, Ohio, by Egan. 

Photograph of Mrs. M. C. Mitchell, of Chicago, lU., daughter of Mrs, Han- 
nah Irwin, who came to Wisconsin in 1820. 

Cabinet photograph of the late Spoon Decorah, Winnebago chief, al- 
leged to be 03 years of age. Photographed for the Society, by E. R Cur- 
tiss, Madison, June 2, 1887. 

Photograph of copper implement, found at Waterville, Pepin county. 
The implement is 5^ inches long, 2 to,8 inches wide, and weighs two 
pounds. Presented by Miletus Knight, Durand. 

Card photograph of Wm. H. Noland of Madison, in costume of leader of 
tnock parade, July 4, 1876. Presented by Reuben G. Thwaites. 



THE MUSEUM. 



The acquisitions to the museum have been as follows, 
during 1887: 
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ANTIQUITIES, NATURAL HISTORY AND INDIAN CURIOS. 

Copper adze — 14| inches Iod^:, H^ inches at narrow part and 5i incbea 
at cutting edge, weighing 4| lbs., found on the farm of Archibald Day, on 
sec. 6, town 23, range 2 west, six miles south of Neillsville, Wis., and forty- 
rods from Black river, by W. H. Lowry, July 5, 1817. A unique speci- 
men. Presented by him, through M. F. Satterlee, Neillsville^ 

Ck>pper spear-point — six finches long and three inches wide at base. 
Fine specimen. Found near Lake Shawano, by Thos. Broderson, one foot 
below the surface. Presented by Prof. L. D. Roberts, of Shawano freo 
high school. 

An old wooden anchor, found in Fox river, in thirty feet of water, near 
Main street bridge, Green Bay, by Jacob Hoffman and other fishermen, 
July, 1887. The specimen gives evidence of great age, and has given rise 
to much discussion among antiquarians. Presented by Porter Parrisb, 
Oreen Bay, through Dr. D. Cooper Ay res. Green Bay. 

Three fragments of ancient pottery, found on the northern end of Lake 
Pepin, at the outlet of Isabelle creek. Fine specimens. Presented by 
J. F. Moran, Bay City. 

Adobe bricks from one of the old Spanish missions at San Jose, Califor- 
nia. Presented by Dr. Joseph Bobbins, Madison. • 

Wooden bow and quiver, procured from a chief of the Sakalat tribe of 
Indians, at the foot of ML St. EHas, Alaska. Used in the killing of hair 
and fur seal Presented by B. K. Cowles, Sitka, Alaska. 

Petrifactions found on southwest quarter of section 9, town 18, range 3 
east, Juneau county. Presented by Burton Warriner, Tomah, Wis. 

Iron pyrites, presented by J. R Knudson, Vermont, Dane county. 

Float copper found in town of Ciyman, weighing four and a half 
pounds. Presented by John F. Huebner, Ciyman. 

Stone axe grooved, found in city of Madison. Presented by J. E. Wil- 
liams, Madison.* 

An old copper kettle used for many years, in his travels among the 
Oneidas of Wisconsin, by Eleazar Williams. Presented by Miss Josephine 
Penney, Little Rapids, Brown county. 

A large specimen of black-jack and lead ore found at the Lead Mine 
company's diggings, at Lead Mine, Lafayette county, one hundred feet 
below the surface. Presented by Joha Sides, postmaster at Lead Mine. 

Lime-stone fossil, large and fine specimen. Presented by A. Marks, 
DodgevlUe. 

The coat and vest worn by Louis Grignon while a lieutenant in the Brit- 
ish service, war of 1812. Presented by Charles de Langlade Grignon, Green 
Bay. 

A small birch-bark mococ, for holding maple sugar. Presented by 
Charles de Langlade Grignon, Fort Howard. 
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COINS, CXTRRENCTY AND MEDALS. 

Silver coin (10 cents) Williaoi III., Holland, 1863, from Hon. Matt J. 
Simpelaar, Madison. 

Brass coin, Portuguese; legend, ** Publica utilitate," 1820 [?] from Hon. 
E. D. Hoyt, Milwaukee. 

A set of Turkish revenue stamps. Presented by Andrews Allen. 

Silver medal issued by The New York World to commemorate its reach - 
ing a circulation of 250,000 copies. Presented by G. W. Turner, business 
manager, through Byron Andrews, New York. 

$1, $3, $8. and $5 bills of Western Exchange Fire and Marine Insurance 
company, on deposit made by Bishop Hill colony, dated Omaha City, 
November 2, 1857; from P. W. Lund, Bishop Hill, Henry county, ILL 

A |10 note, North Carolina currency, dated May 16, 1779, from Hon. 
Robt L. Wilson, Cape Giradeau, Mo. 

A collection of twelve coins and medals. Masonic, Roman, etc., from 
Byron Andrews, New York city. 

Souvenir of Grand Army of the Bepublic, 21st national encampment, 
St Louis, 1887; being a bronze medal, with bust of Gen. Lucius Fairchild, 
commander-in-chief. From CoL E. B. Gray, adjutant general G. A. R. 

Medal of sterling silver, presented by citizens of St. Louis to delegates 
of the aforesaid encampment, with bust of Gen. John A. Logan, also pre- 
sented by Col. K B. Gray. 

One- dollar note of Waubeek bank, Dq Soto, Nebraska^ dated March 7, 
1867; also, two 60 cents U. S. fractional currency, two of 25 cents, and one 
each of 8, 5, 10 and fifteen cents. From Everett A. Utt, Lancaster. 

MISCELLAXEOUS. 

Engraver's lathe for manufacturing clock machinery, deposited by Mrs. 
J. A. Sidler and Mrs. F. Rietbrock of Milwaukee. It was brought to Mil- 
waukee iu 18 n by their father, Cornelius Peters, being given to him in 
1830, at Utrecht, Holland, by Mr. Buente, with whom he learned his trade 
as watchmaker. 

Specimens of iron ore from the Aurora, Tontine, Irdn King, Valley, 
First National, Blue Jacket, Bonnie and Anvil, Gogebic mines, put up in 
glass bottles; from John E. Burton, Milwaukee. 

A woolen cap used by William Taylor in the Mexican war, 1848, the 
Crimean war, 1855 and in the war of the Rebellion, 1861. Mr. Taylor was 
bom in England, Feb. 20, 1808. He served in the flying artillery and 7th 
battalion, royal artillery, in Eogland. In 1848, he served with the 16th 
U. S. infantry in the Mexican war; in 1855, in the Crimean war he was with 
the 42d Highlander regiment; later he was with the 14th Wisconsin regi- 
ment, in the war of the rebellioa. The cap was presented by Mr. Taylor 
of La Crosse, ii^ith a cabinet photograph of himself. 
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A smoking set, made of agates and cornelians, presented to Gov. W. E* 
Smith for the executive office, and hy Gov. J. M. Rusk for the museum. 

A large-sized powder horn, carried through the Revolutionary war by 
private John Holly of Hampden county, Mass., presented by ^Merrick 
Anderson, of Altoona, Wis. It had been in Mr. Anderson's possession 
for the past 68 years. 

Specimen of iron ore from Hurley, presented by Hon. T. F. Solan and 
and Hon. J. R. Myers, through W. 3ruce of Ironwood, Mich. 

Wood from the stockade of Anderson prison, presented by Wm. M. 
Tylor, Belvidere, 111. 

- Wood cuts, electrotypes and daguerreotypes illustrative of early scenes 
in Winnebago county, Wi&, from Hon. Joseph H. Osborn, Oshkosh. 

Hard-tack, from Brownsville, Texas, presented by EL Hastreiter, Madison. 

Scissors and pincers made with a jack-knife, from J. S. Bull, Columbus. 

" Housewife," taken from a rebel knapsack after the battle of Freder- 
icksburg, Va, Dec. 18, 1862, by Chas. D. Grannis, of N. Y. 44th regiment. 
Presented by Mrs. W. A. P. Morris, Madison. 

Printed copies of deeds of land in the " Carver grant," from Samuel 
Peters to Benjamin Connor, Jan. 18, 1815, and Dexter C. Gunn and others, 
to Benjamin Connor, July 29, 1816. Presented by Daniel S. Durrie. 

A number of The Philanthropes newspaper published at Mt. Pleasant, 
Ohio, dated Oct 24, 1817. Anti-slavery. It was the first paper of the kind 
in the United States. From Hon. F. A. Flower, Madison. 

Inaugural address of President Andrew Jackson to Congress, March 4, 
1829L Printed on silk in .^ilL Framed. From Matthew Croft, Edgerton. 

Set of nine broadsides, exhibiting the method of printing in colors from 
wood-types. Presented by President Arkell of The Judge Co., New York, 
through Gen. Lucius Fairchild. 

THE FUTURE. 

It is to be sincerely hoped that as the years go on, the 
ratio of increase in the several departments of our work may 
be even larger than now — it certainly niust be, if we would 
keep pace with the ever widening variety of demands upon 
us. But even at the present rate, our storage capacity, in 
this building, will be strained less than fifteen years hence, 
and we shall be in urgent need of more spacious quarters, 
while the growth of the several departments of State gov- 
ernment will be by that period such as to render the space 
we now occupy essential to their needs. 

The present capitol building cannot, architectural experts 
say, be enlarged without marring its symmetry. The col- 
lections of the Society, in a not far-distant future, will need. 
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therefore, to be housed in a separate buildiDg, so fashioned 
as to artistically admit of almost indefinite extension; and 
constructed on the best obtainable plans, as to beauty, util- 
ity and approximate indestructibility. It is certainly time 
that we began to have somewhat definite ideas as to our 
needs, and to press their importance upon the public. 

We must disabuse ourselves of the idea that our present 
state of dependence upon the public treasury is desirable as 
a permanent condition. Our success, to be sure, has been 
largely owing to the liberality of the legislature, and no 
doubt we shall need its generous assistance for a considerable 
period of years to come. But there are certain unhealthful 
conditions unavoidably incident to this species of aid, which 
are demoralizing and prevent us from attaining the highest 
plane of usefulness. The hopes of the Society should set 
strongly in the direction of adequate endowment by private 
munificence, that we may be the better enabled to serve the 
public by ceasing to be a pensioner on its bounty. 

Possessed of this aspiration, it does not seem desirable that 
we should be compelled to appeal to even the most kindly 
disposed legislature, for such a building as we shall soon 
need. Every true friend of our work should do his best to 
avert the necessity for such an appeal. In this rich and pro- 
gressive commonwealth, there ought to be those among our 
many men of abundant wealth, who have a sufficient inter- 
est in this noble undertaking, who have developed enough 
pride in the phenomenal success which this enterprise of 
learning has attained, the helpfulness it has been to thous- 
ands and the widely extended fame it has brought to our 
state, to devote of their means sufficient to properly house its 
rapidly accumulating treasures, and for all future time to 
meet the requirements of those students and specialists from 
many a state besides our own, who come as pilgrims, to 
slake their thirst and gather inspiration at this well of 
knowledge. 

Public benefactions of this character have been pecu- 
liarly numerous throughout the United States, during 1887. 
Charles Pratt, a wealthy philanthropist of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
has erected in that city a fine six-story building to be de- 
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voted to a large free library and schools for mechanical 
training. Charles T. Hubbard has given an elegant me- 
morial library building to the town of Ludlow Mills^ 
Mass. David H. Moffat has built the Moffat library for the 
people of Washingtonville, N. Y. At Northfield, Mass., 
James Talcott has given a beautiful library building to the 
people of the town. The Maine Historical Society and the 
public library of Portland, Me., have been joint beneficiar- 
ies of the generosity of J. P. Baxter, who is now erecting 
for them a structure worthy of the two institutions it is to 
house. In Lexington, Mass., the heirs of the Carey estate 
have given a site, and Col. W. A. P. Tower has promised ta 
e#ect upon it a free library building. On the 4th of July, the 
comer-stone of a public library was laid, the gift of Mrs. Han- 
nah M. Darlington. An $8,000 library building has been given 
to Simmsbury, Conn., by Amos B. Enos. Buildings worth 
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$10,000 each are being erected in Middleton, Mass., by B. F» 
Emerson, and at Peekskill, N. Y., by Courtland de Puyster 
Field. At Littleton, Mass., an unknown benefactor recently 
offered $10,000 to purchase books for a public library, if the 
town would contribute a $10,000 building, and appropriate 
$2,i00 per annum for running expenses — and the pro- 
position was accepted. Albert C. Raymond left $12,000 
to found a free library at East Hartford, Conn., and 
a park in which to place the building. Q. R. Sher- 
man presented a fully- equipped library and build- 
ing to the village of Port Henry, N. Y., at a cost of 
$15,000. Q. Sargent has willed $16,000 and some real estate 
to the Library Association of Hartford, Conn. In Concord,. 
N. H., William P. and Miss Clara M. Fowler have bought 
for the people a building costing $12,000 and will spend $10,- 
000 more in fitting it up for the city library. The widow of 
Dean Richmond gave $25,000 for a library building and site, 
to the village of Batavia, N. Y. T. Jefferson Coolidge gave 
a $25,000 memorial hall and library to the town of Manches- 
ter-by-the-Sea, Mass., and it was formally dedicated Oct. 13. 
The late W. Merrick, who died suddenly in January, left 
$30,000 for a free library at Springfield, Mass. A like sum 
was left to Shrewsbury, Mass., for a similar purpose, by the 
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will of Jubal Howe. Col. C. M. McGhee gave Knoxville, 
Tenn., a public library costing him $40,000. In New York 
city, a branch of the city library has been built and equip- 
ped by Miss Catherine W. Bruce, at a cost of $50,000. A 
$12,000 site and a $50,000 library building are to be given to 
Springfield, Ohio, by Benjamin H. Walker. James Q. Clark, 
the founder of Clark university, at Worcester, Mass., has 
given nearly $2,000,000 to that institution, one item being 
the sum of $100,000 as an endowment fund for a university 
library. F. H. Bindge has offered to Cambridge, Mass., a 
site worth $50,000 and a library structure worth $75,000, and 
efforts are being made there to raise, by popular subscrip- 
tion, a fund for the maintenance of the institution. Mies 
Annie F. Howard is about to erect a great public library in 
New Orleans, to accommodate 150,000 volumes; the structure 
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is designed to be the handsomest public building in the 
south, and the Howard family propose to maintain the 
library on a first-class scale. At Wilkes Barre, Pa., Isaac 
Osterhout bequeathed $200,000 for the erection and estab- 
lishment of a free library, but his widow has generously 
doubled the bequest, so that the fund is now $400,000, and 
the building to be erected is to eclipse any other library in 
Pennsylvania. And, as we close our report, word comes 
from the Historical Society at Los Angeles, California, that 
it has just been made the recipient of $100,000, from a 
public spirited person whose name is not given. 

The above list comprises the gifts and bequests of a single 
year, towards the building and maintenance of libraries for 
the enlightenment of the people throughout the United 
States alone. With such a record of private munificence 
within the past twelve months, there is room for hope that 
some large-minded, noble-hearted citizen of Wisconsin will 
yet see to it that the priceless treasures of the State Histor- 
ical Society have a worthy home and he an enduring 
monument in the hearts of the people. 



ALEXANDER MITCHELL 



ACTION OP THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

At a special meeting of the executive committee^ held 
April 23^ 1887^ to make arrangements for attending the fun- 
eral of ex-President Mitchell, the 27th of April, the following 
preamble and resolution offered by Gen. David Atwood, 
chairman of the committee on obituaries, was adopted: 

Whereas, The State Historical Society of Wisconsin learns with pro- 
found regret, of the death of its life director, Hon. Alexander Mitchell; 
bom in a foreign land, he soon found his native environments unfavorable 
to the development of his genius, and early sought for opportunity to cast 
his fortunes with a more progressive community than that to which 
Nature had introduced him; he came to the United States, and in his 
twenty-second year began in the then infant metropolis of Wisconsin, that 
career of usefulness, prosperity and honor which made his name a house- 
hold word throughout the entire northwest; as a great financier, as the 
head of a mighty railroad corporation into which he breathed the breath 
of life and which has brought prosperity and fame to his adopted state, as 
a town builder and a commonwealth builder, the memory of Alexander 
MitcheU is well entitled to honor and preservation; for these reasons added 
to the fact that he was the president of this Society for two terms, its sole 
life director- and the one who had given larger gifts to its binding fund 
than any other citizen, it is eminently proper that we should pay tribute 
to the memory of the departed. Therefore 

Beaolved, That the members of the executive committee of the Society 
attend his funeral in a body; and that Prof. James D. Butler, LL. D., be 
invited to deliver a memdrial address upon Mr. MitchelFs career, at the 
next annual meeting of the Society. 

In accordance with the above resolution^ Dr. Butler^ at 
the annual meeting of the Society, held January 5, 1888, 
read the following address. 



ALEXANDER MITCHELL, THE FINANCIER 

Mr, President, and Oentlemen, of the State Historical Society: 

Aspirations for broader fields of activity have brought us 

the glory and honor of the nations. Men who have here 
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gained glory, in their own country would often have re- 
mained prophets without honor. Among men of this stamp 
who have here found a scope for their energies that would 
have been denied them elsewhere, are Agassiz and McCosh 
among educators; among^ divines, Whitefield and John 
Hall; among statesmen, Gallatin and Hamilton; among 
soldiers, Montgomery and Steuben; among horticulturists, 
Henry Shaw; among manufacturers. Slater, father of power- 
loom weaving in the last century, with John Roach and 
Carnegie representing more recent arrivals. Among finan- 
ciers of this class Alexander Mitchell was conspicuous. 
Each of these candles, which abroad might have been hid 
under a bushel, has here been set on a candlestick. 

It was near the first summer days of 1839 that Alexander 
Mitchell first saw Milwaukee. He came thither to serve as 
secretary of an insurance company, so-called. The first 
proof discoverable of his presence in that village of perhaps 
twelve hundred people, and which contained no frame- 
house more than five years old, is a ten- line advertisement 
in The Advertiser of June 15th. In this he notifies the 
Insurance stockholders that a payment of $10 on each of 
their shares must be made on the 1st of August, at the 
company's office in Milwaukee. On the 13th of August 
The Sentinel, then beginning its third year, inserted the 
following notice: 

Insubance. — The Wisconma Marine and Fire Insurance Company have 
commenced business in Milwaukee, and are ready to enter into contracts of 
iosurance at low rates of premium. The company will also receive 
money on deposit, and transact other • moneyed operations in which by 
their charter they are allowed to engage. * * * 

Alex. Mitchell* 

Secretary, 

Such, amid an office out fit costing $280.44, was the birth 
of an institution that was for more than a decade the only 
bank in Wisconsin, — which for a generation held in its 
vaults a third of the Milwaukee deposits, and which gave 
Alexander Mitchell a colossal fortune as well as more than 
national fame as a financier. Accordingly the rise and pro- 
gress of this establishment, if we can pluck out the heart of 
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its mystery, will reveal to us where lay the great strength 
of the financier we now commemorate. 

It is my purpose to speak of Mr. Mitchell merely in his 
financial relations^ though I am well aware that he was 
great in many lines^ — yes^ too great for me to fathom him 
in any one of them. It would therefore be presumption for 
me to attempt setting forth his many-sided developments. 
Besides, if I had my hands filled with revelations concern- 
ing him, the proprieties of this occasion would only allow 
me to open my little finger. 

It is enough then for me to speak of the financier. 

What manner of company was it for which Mr. Mitchell 
was secretary? It was in fact a bank, with all which that 
name implies, yet it shunned the name of bank. It was a 

concern cunningly devised by George Smith,— a Scotch 

« 

farmer, who had reached Chicago in 1834 with a view of 
purchasing farming lands. Friends of his who were bank- 
ers soon joined him, and turned his mind towards banking. 

But all parties in Illinois were crying, " Down with the 
banks!" the name bank was everywhere spoken against, 
and a banker was as hateful as a mad- dog. Many of the 
settlers had been driven west by the collapse of eastern 
banks, and all of them had in their pockets rag-money of 
western institutions which was not worth the paper it was 
printed on. 

So great, however, was the lack and the need of some 
circulating medium that every man became himself a bank, 
and issued tickets inscribed " good for a drink," or a " shave," 
or a " pound of tea." " Men will their broken weapons rather 
use than their bare hands." The necessity of the commun- 
ity was Smith's opportunity. An insurance charter granted 
him in Illinois, while denying banking privileges in bulk, 
conferred some of them in detail. He procured certificates 
of deposit engraved by the Boston Bank Note Co. with 
promise of payment on demand. These papers he put forth 
as banks do their notes, and never failed to redeem his 
issues the moment they were presented for payment. If 
his proceeding was not strictly legal, it displaced all incon- 
vertible varieties, whatever their legitimacy. Legitimate 
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was a fine word, but the so-called base topped the legiti- 
mate. It must, since law was made for man, — not man for 
law. 

Success in Illinois turned Smith's eyes toward new-born 
Wisconsin. In that Territory the legislature met at Madi- 
son for the first time, in December, 1838. In the legislative 
council there was then Daniel Wells, a Milwaukee friend of 
Smith. To him Smith betook himself. " I know," said he, 
'^ the name hank is as hateful in your region as a king was 
in Rome when Brutus would have brooked the eternal devil 
to keep his state there as easily as a king. The name is 
a bug- bear they detest, but the thing is a boon they need and 
will welcome. I will sugar the pill and it will prove sweet 
and of sovereign virtue to your body politic. Gtet me then 
a charter with franchises as like a bank as you can, but call 
it what you will." The oldest bank in Scotland, save two, as 
Smith probably knew, — dating from 1746, with capital and 
deposits to-day of more than fifteen millions, was chartered 
as the British Linen Co., while its name contrasted with its 
nature no less than the hands of Esau with the voice of 
Jacob. 

At all events Wells drew up an insurance bill — modeled, 
as he informed the council, on one that had been enacted in 
New York, for forming a corporation in Utica. 

This act allowed the company, besides insuring on ship and 
shore, to receive money on deposit, give certificates, loan on 
the same terms as individuals, and employ its surplus capi- 
tal in the purchase of stock or other moneyed operations, 
^'provided nothing herein contained shall give banking 
privileges." 

The specific grants were muffled in a cloud of verbiage, 
and yet excited suspicions which could be allayed only by 
the closing proviso that no banking privileges were con- 
ferred. 

It was then customary to make all charters repealable at 
the pleasure of the legislature, but Wells caused this clause 
to be omitted by urging that such a power ought not to ex- 
ist over a company which would insure lives and so must 
itself be sure of long life. 
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Many legislative acts are divided against themselves, but 
few are so analogous as this to the commonwealth in 
Shakespeare's Tempest, the latter end of which forgot the 
beginning. Gonzalo would be king of it> and yet he would 
have no sovereignty. It was as though I should allow you 
to kindle a fire, yet forbid it to give out heat, or should give 
you five dollars and thfee and two, and yet declare they 
should not amount to ten. The Cochinese load tables with 
dainties for deceased friends, and after waiting awhile sit 
down and eat up the feast themselves. They tell mission- 
aries that food is of a two-fold nature — partly substance — 
partly accidents, such as smell, taste, quantity, quality and 
the like; — that they leave the substance for the dead, while 
the living feed on the accidents. In a similar way Smith 
said: '^I am content to take the particulars conceded, he 
that will may make the most of the generalities that are 
refused. I am a Cochinese, I sacrifice the substance, — and 
am satisfied with the crumbs of accidents that fall from the 
table of substance." 

Smith's charter, — though some anti-bank men feared a 
cat hid under the meal, — passed the legislature and was ap- 
J)roved by the governor, on the last of February, 1839. 
Early in May, in accordance with its provisions, subscrip- 
tions to its stock were invited in Milwaukee, and $101,300 
were at once subscribed. The ' hundred thousand was put 
down by Smith, the fractions by Wells and five others. It 
was voted that the salary of the secretary of the new-born 
nondescript should be $1,100. To fill the secretaryship 
Smith had a Scot ready in Chicago whom he had just im- 
ported, namelv Alexander Mitchell. 

Alexander Mitchell, born in October, 1817, at Mill Fortrie, 
— a farm p.ome dozen miles northwest of Scotch Aberdeen, 
— was a farmer's boy, and never attended any school save 
that in his native parish. On leaving the school-house he may 
have done some farm work, but when little more than half 
through his teens he had become a law student in an office 
at Aberdeen, — the population of which was already nearly 
sixty thousand. Two years afterward, he appears in a bank 
at Peterhead, — a town of scarcely five thousand souls — a 
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ficore of miles north of the city where he had plodded in 
legal elements. 

In these years of juv^enile training, some germs of his 
characteristics in manhood must have been manifest, for he 
had scarcely reached his majority when on the recommen- 
dation of an Aberdeen legal firm, Adam & Anderson, he 
was invited to America by George Smith, with the promise 
of a position there. Had they not seen in him signs of 
financial genius, they would not have recommended him, 
for the money with which Smith operated was largely 
theirs. 

It is worth remarking, that if the present statute, — '' to 
prohibit the importation of foreigners and aliens under con- 
tract or agreement to perform labor in the United States.'' 
had then existed. Smith would have, been mulcted with a 
thousand dollar fine for bringing over Mitchell, as the New 
York church of the Holy Trinity is to-day for calling a rec- 
tor from abroad. That statute ought to be styled *' an act 
to exclude the immigration of the fittest." 

The safe for the insurance office came up sooner than the 
secretary. It was thrown ashore from a steamer near the 
store of Harrison Ludington, who was asked by the captain 
to pay charges and take it for storage. Ludington, our late 
governor, refused, saying: "It belongs to some scalawag." 
So the safe lay out on the ground for a week, till Mr. Mitch- 
ell, coming up from Chicago on horseback — then a three 
days' ride, arrivecl. 

In 1839, the Scotch novice, not yet twenty-two, and thanks 
to ruddy cheeks and a mild blue eye, looking still younger, 
appeared to Milwaukeeans too young and inexperienced to 
be trusted with a paid-up capital of fifty thousand dollars. 
When his safe was landed from the steamer some of them 
were doubtless confident that in the way of bargain and 
trade they could unhoard for themselves the cash he had 
brought. 

Smith had measured his man more justly. He saw him 
to be so far from either knave or fool that, in his single self, 
he was a match for a host of Yankees, up to every thing 
dov^nto every thing in their speculative devices. Smith's 
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practice showed his faith. From first to last he left every 
thing in the hands of him^ whom he held to be as shrewd as 
honesty as honest as firm^ and whose f ace^ or rather chin 
proclaimed him to bd a^ firm as an English mastiff. 

The Caledonian stripling, whose nationality was betrayed 
in every word of his tongue, was as reticent and taciturn as 
if he wished to hide his origin. His spruce but not costly 
attire, and particularly a very long-tailed dress-coat, and 
pantaloons of Scotch plaid, were a theme of sportive remark. 
He lodged in his oflBce — swept it himself, and was his own 
factotum. He went little into society and was seldom seen 
abroad. From the first his motto was the three Latin 
words — Sapiens qui assiduus, which are now inscribed over 
his seat in the bank. My translation of them is, ^'He who 
is on hand will get the upper hand." The slang version 
is, " Sapping the industrious." Sapiens qui assiduus. 

Whoever had business with the new comer found him at 
his post, and what is more — with insight into the standing 
and understanding of every man — as well as the value of 
all property no less than if he had been to the manner borni 
One secret of this strange omniscience was the fact that he 
boarded at the house of Smith's friend Wells, whose knowl- 
edge ran over the whole region and back to its settlement, 
and whose judgment equalled his knowledge. Mr. Mitchell 
had •' Bradstreet's Reports" before Bradstreet was born. 

Forewarned, forearmed. Many a sharper, who called,, 
thinking to fleece the green Sandy, went away saying, with 
Falstaff, when Master Dumbleton would not take his bond,. 
''A rascally — yea, forsooth knave, to bear a man in hand and 
then to stand upon security. I had as lief they would put 
rat's bane in my mouth as offer to stop it with security." 
But, no matter what the importunity, 

*' Distinction with a broad and powerful fan, 
Puffing at all winnowed the chaff away." 

His was an instinct as subtle and unerring as that by 
which Falstaff, in the dark and spite of all disguises, dis- 
cerned the heir apparent, and knew him as well as he did 
who made him. He knew when to say no, and how to say 
no; and there was the hiding of his power. 
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The Smith insurance company^ to save appearances, is- 
sued a few policies against accidents by fire and flood, but 
its principal dealings were of another nature. Multitudes 
were then first seeking f arnas west of Lake Michigan rather 
than amid the a^rues of Indiana. Homesteads ought to have 
been free to such a yeomanry. In fact payment was 
exacted by the government for every acre, and that in ad- 
vance, — yes, at times in gold and silver. Such payment 
many settlers could not make, and yet if once masters of a 
farm, their labor would soon double its value, ^— while its 
unearned increment, resulting from the growth of the coun- 
try, often swelled to ten times its original cost. Much of 
the Mitchell business very naturally became buying such 
farms as incomers had picked out, under contract to deed 
them to such incomers at the end of four years, or sooner, 
at a moderate advance upon the government price. 

Thanks to the intermediary purchaser, hundreds obtained 
a start in life otherwise impossible. Their debt to him in 
this regard is still held in grateful remembrance at many a 
farmer's fire-side. 

Another branch of the Mitchell business which soon be- 
came gigantic was issuing certificates of deposit. The date 
of the earliest out- put cannot be ascertained. About six 
months after he opened his ofiice, that is in March, 1840, the 
amount in circulation was less than five thousand dollars 
($4,819.) But within ten years it had run up to a full million^ 
and for years after it still grew. These certificates had the 
similitude of bank-notes, they were of silk paper, and were 
engraved by Durand & Co., New York. They bore on the 
left an Indian, and on the right a female figure pointing to 
something on a shield. They promised payment on de- 
mand, and they never failed to be paid on presentation. 
This was more than could be said for any bank-notes that 
had ever been put forth, either in Wisconsin or in the 
neighboring states, or of any bank in New York, except the 
Chemical. 

Wisconsin pioneers here encountered money from Indiana 
or Illinois, or of banks chartered by Michigan. One of 
these last was the bank of Sandstone. In that institution a 
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bill was redeemed; if a ten dollar, by a mill stone; if a five, 
by a grindstone; and if a one, by a whetstone. It was lo- 
cated in such an out*of-the-way corner that the stone cur- 
rency could never be carried away. Some money-factories 
were said to be based on bed-rock because required to keep 
a large percentage of specie on hand, and to be frequently 
inspected. Every silver dollar was soon so manipulated 
that it did duty in ten banks. The inspector would see it 
to-day in bank A, but it would be spirited away to bank B, 
before the bank official could arrive there, and so, through 
all the bank alphabets it still outstripped the inspector. 
Hard money had become as ubiquitous as the ghost of the 
royal Dane which, however Hamlet shifted his ground, 
after every remove still cried out to him from the cellarage, 
till Hamlet explained, ^' O day and night but this is won- 
drous strange, that the old mole, true-penny, can work 
under ground so fast." 

Such ghosts were the banks falsely-so-called which had 
made the name odious. These mushrooms vanished like 
vapors, and rhymsters said: 

"The banks are gone beyond resumption^ 
Gk>ne with a gaUoping consumption. 
Not aU the quacks with aU their gumption, 
Can ever mend them." 

Banks were naturally a bad odor in all nostrils . 

When a Crow Indian first saw lucifer matches, he lighted 
one after another and used up a box before becoming satis- 
fied that he could thus produce fire. Those who took the 
first Mitchell certificates, made as many trials of their abil- 
ity to get gold for paper. * But his works wrought faith in 
a crowd ever increasing and over an area ever widening. 
As early as 1841 some of his papers turned up in La Porte, 
Indiana, where no convertible money was then in circula- 
tion. A hundred dollars of these new comers were gathered 
up from incredulous holders, and a messenger was dispatched 
to Smith's Chicago redemption oflSce. His prompt return 
with the gold — dollar for dollar — was a miracle which not 
a little increased faith in Milwaukee paper, and so gave it 
wings to fiy faster and further. 
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La Porte is one specimen of a hundred outside of Wis- 
consin, and many more inside of it, showing^ how the 
Mitchell silver certificates supplied a pressing need, won 
confidence, and were more and more sought for. 

The need of them was ten fold greater becaus3 they were 
the only domestic money. The banks of Green Bay and 
Mineral Point chartered by Michigan, had failed before 
Mitchell started. The same month that his charter was 
granted, that of the Bank of Wisconsin in Milwaukee was 
repealed. The Territorial legislature never chartered any 
bank whatever. It had formulated an act for a State 
bank. — purposing to do its own banking, and this act was 
the most elaborate bill of the session in which the Mitchell 
insurance company' came into existence, but this State 
bank could not go into operation until approved by con- 
gress, — and as it never was, it died stillborn. Again, by 
the State constitution of 1848, the legislature was forbidden 
to charter any bank whatever, until the question ^^ Bank or 
no bank " had been tested by popular vote. 

Thus all things worked together for good to the Scotch 
adventurer. Though he did not admit that he had a bank 
at all, he had all its parts, — and what was more, his was the 
only bank in a region twice as large as Scotland. When a 
scathing sermon against high interest had been preached 
somewhere in New England, and the hearers had obtained 
a copy for the press, thp arch-usurer of the place offered to 
pay half the expense. 

Indeed, he said to the author: "Preach more such ser- 
mons, and still more sharply; I will pay for printing them 
all. Choke off everybody — but me!" Still better was the 
luck of Mitchell. Without his lifting a finger all competi- 
tors were expelled from Wisconsin for thirteen years. The 
best was, that his enjoyment of this monopoly included the 
decade of most rapid advancement ever witnessed in Wis- 
consin, or in any other state with one brief exception. Be- 
tween 1840 and 1850, the populational growth of Wisconsin 
was from less than 31,000 to over 300,000; in exact figures 
886 8-10 per cent. In all the decades of our thirty-eight 
States, the only instance of a larger percentage of increase 
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was in Minnesota, from 1850 to i860. Thus, measured by 
population the need of banking facilities in 1841 was double 
what it had been the year before, while each of the nine 
years following added an equal increment to that need. 

The Mitchell business grew still faster. The hour had come 
and the man. He saw his opportunity and made the most 
of it. His deposits, — say rather silver certificates, — which 
in 1840 were but $6,000, within a dozen years had augmented 
to a million and a half. His promise to- pay came to be 
reckoned no less strong than '' the axle-tree on which heaven 
turns." 

His success was so enviable that others undertook to tread 
in his steps. It turned out, however, that following his 
wisest movements proved as foolish for them as Pharaoh's 
following the Israelites into. the Red sea was for him. 
Within his circle none might walk but he. As compared 
with his achievements, the financiering of others in Terri- 
torial Wisconsin reminds of the Egyptian magicians pitting 
their earth-born enchantments against the heaven-sent rod 
of Moses. On the first page of his deposit book I find him 
credited with $825. But none of his dollars lay idle. In 
fact his account was always overdrawn, — a little, — a mis- 
demeanor for which according to our latest Wisconsin laws 
he ought to have.been sent to the penitentiary. 

Within fourteen years the institution — call it what you 
will — in which he as clerk had been paid less than a hun- 
dred dollars a month — was all his own — Smith, with all 
the home-keeping Scots who had backed him, was bought 
out — all the shares and the prestige of the establishment — 
all had become iaitchell's. 

Let it not be supposed that our banker, though monarch 
of all he surveyed, had been walking a primrose path. 
There were many so-called runs which rushed upon him 
like torrents, or cataracts. Panics, fomented by distant ri- 
vals or by neighbors who hoped to rise by his ruin, would 
seize depositors. Then steamers would suddenly land 
crowds, all calling for coin. Still larger swarms from the 
country would throng in. In 1849, Chicago and Detroit 
combined to crush the only formidable opposition their bank- 
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ers encountered in the Northwest. Whatever Mitchell cer- 
tificates the conspirators could accumulate were concen- 
trated for payment in Milwaukee on the day after Thanks- 
givingy simultaneously with the announcement that Smith's 
bank — the Chicago fountain of all the Mitchell monetary 
streams — had shut up. That report appalled Wisconsin de- 
positors like thunder in a clear sky. But Mr. Mitchell denied 
its truths hurried swift riders to Chicago^ so that Smith ex- 
pressed specie by both land and lake^ while Mitchell paid up 
all comers till banking hours were over, and then made his 
cashier^ David Ferguson^ keep on paying till bed-time. 
Et en at this crisis money came in as well as went out. A 
startled friend of mine had brought in from the country 
some hundreds of certificates to get them cashed. He first 
saw an Irishman rush up to the counter^ and show evident 
astonishment when he received silver for a three dollar bill. 
A Scotchman followed with a bag of gold^ which he poured 
on the counter to deposit. Then a Milwaukee man ran in 
with seventy eagles and some silver in a shot-bag, offering 
to help Mr. Mitchell, but was told that no help was needed. 
By this time my friend's alarm had vanished. People laughed 
at their own fright when they learned that Smith's bank 
had been closed on no week-day but Thanksgiving. The 
raid blew over, leaving nine-tenths of the. certificates still 
outstanding. Mr. Mitchell's strategy was on the inside 
track, and interior line. 

Nothing heightened his prestige more than these cy- 
clones, wnich proved him to be invincible. They must at 
some moment have caught him unprepared had not some 
mysterious telepathy made him seasonably prescient of their 
coming, uven when they stole upon him like a thief in the 
night or a lurking Indian, or when their rush was as sudden 
and seemed as resistless as an earthquake. But his record 
is that of the pilot who weathered every storm. The slogan, 
^' Carthage must be destroyed, and so must Mitchell," often 
rang out as startlingly as a war whoop, but it was always 
answered and silenced by the shout, ^' Mitchell holds the 
fort; all's well there." 

As the gunner's assurance that his cannon will not burst 
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becomes doubly istire wben he has seen the toughness of the 
piece proved by a double charge^ so the confidence of de- 
positors in the Scotchman redoubled after every attempt to 
shake his credit. Moreover, such assaults, like the persecu- 
tions of primitive Christians, made his principles and prac- 
tices known and talked about everywhere. They were the 
best advertisement of the only house in Wisconsin where 
any amount of paper could be turned to gold in a trice. As 
if with foresight that every other advertisement would be 
superfluous, the only indication in newspapers of Mr. 
Mitchell's business in 1840, was these four lines: 

WISCONSIN MARINE AND FIRE INSURANCE 

COMPANY. 

OFFICE OK WISCONSIN STREET, SECOND DOOR BELOW THE POST OFFICE, 

MILWAUKEE. 

His success was not due to advertising, yet each of the 
certificates which he issued by millions was an effectual 
advertisement. It was analogous to the first revolvers 
which were all inscribed from end to end of the barrel — 
Address Col. Sam Colt, Hartford, Conn., U. 8. A. 

The business of the financial immigrant was forced to run 
another gantlet besides those contrived to plague him by 
stock speculators or by competitors actual or prospective. 
In every legislative session measures were set on foot for 
stopping his transactions as illegal. The legislature and the 
insurance secretary resembled the two knights who fell a 
fighting about the color of a shield which one saw to be 
white and the other to be as plainly black — each seeing 
only one side of it. Both were wrong, and both were right. 
The law-makers aflSrmed that he had usurped banking 
privileges which they had refused him, and would never 
allow to any body. In 1845 their judiciary committee 
reported that the charter of his corporation ought to be 
declared void, and that thus, in their own words, " that 
soulless being might be brought to a lively sense of its 
duties, and behold its enormous iniquities." In the first 
days of 1846 his franchise was annulled by a large majority. 
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At that time and in every succeeding year until the general 
banking law came into operation, attempts were made to 
bankrupt him by putting his affairs into the hands of a 
receiver, or otherwise, and in certain emergencies his over- 
throw seemed inevitable. Those who trace great events to 
small causes hold that his downfall and departure from Mil- 
waukee, at one pivotal crisis, were only prevented by a wise 
word or two from a Quaker to a legislator in a Muckwanago 
cabin. 

The substance of the Quaker's preaching was: '^Mitchell 
is giving us what we all need, and what we know not that 
any one else will furnish us. If he goes down, every one of 
us will be at once out of pocket more or less, and then shall 
never be easy till we find some one to take his place." Had 
he been a Shakespearian he would have said: ''The cease 
of majesty dies not alone, but like a gulf doth draw what's 
near it with it; it is a massy wheel, fixed on the summit of 
the highest mount, to whose huge spokes, ten thousand 
lesser things are mortised and adjoined; which when.it 
falls, each small annexment, petty consequence attends the 
boisterous ruin." 

But, from first to last, the insurance manager declared 
that his compan}'' had not transcended what they had been 
assured by the ablest counsel were their just powers, that, 
as their charter expired in 1868, it was a vested right which 
could not be taken away before that date, yet that he would 
cheerfully submit to a legal decision of the point in ques- 
tion. When the legislature had vacated his charter, he put 
forth a manifesto that his rights were not affected, nor 
would his business be interrupted, but his notes would con- 
tinue to be redeemed in Milwaukee, Chicago^ Galena^ St. 
Louis, Detroit and Cincinnati. He did not feel it incumbent 
on him, " dividing a hair twixt south and southwest side" — 
to reconcile the contradictory clauses in his charter. It 
closed with a proviso so vague that it was perhaps nuga- 
tory. Or that clause was repeated in so many acts as to 
mean nothing in any of them, like the compliments at the 
end of a business letter. Or it seemed as absurd as the pro- - 
visos so frequent in early Illinois statutes that educational 



59 

institutions should never have any theological department. 
Certain hard words in his charter were used by his de- 
fenders to good purpose. When a rural representative had 
admitted that he did not know what " bottomry^ respon- 
dentia " meant, he was assured that the words " responden- 
tia, bottomry" allowed Mitchell to do whatever he pleased; 
any double d — d thing he liked. Mitchell did what he would 
as resistlessly as Grant, and with as few words. 

In the long run, legislative opposition rather helped than 
hindered him. It was not so sure of its ground as to ven- 
ture upon a legal contest. It ran counter to the popular 
sentiment that there was no living without Mitcheirs cer- 
tificates, which had always been as good as gold, a more re- 
liable currency than any before them, or any known in 
neighboring states, or than Wisconsin knew how to secure 
in their stead. 

The primeval New Eaglanders believed that in the char- 
ter of their trading company they could find a legal warrant 
for self-government, and home-rule with all their privileges. 
So in our new state it was felt to be right, if not lawful, that 
somebody should furnish a medium of exchange without 
which business would be paralyzed and growth arrested, no 
less than when social ties were all snapped asunder by the 
interdict of a mediaeval pope. The end was a higher law, 
which justified the means. 

The result was that prohibition did not prohibit. It took 
from the people what had become as needful, not only as 
whisky and tobacco, but as daily bread. The Solons who 
had vacated Mitchell'? charter but saw him keep the even 
tenor of his way, would have used Macbeth's words, if they 
could, to utter their wonder: 

" The time has been 
That when the brains were out the man would die, 
And there an end, but now they rise again.'' 

Acts were drawn up declaring the certificates of no legal 
value, and imposing a five dollar fine for every one that was 
taken in or paid out — that is on all trafiSc that was not 
barter. If passed, these acts would have sunk into innocu- 
ous desuetude. The truth was the government was cutting 
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off the limb which it stood on itself. Its expenses were 
paid by the United States, but not till many months after 
they had been incurred. Meantime, after their fiscal agent 
had been unable to obtain loans in Illinois and Missouri, 
they were forced to borrow of Mr. Mitchell. As early as 
1841 they owed him $16,873.01, and were glad to pay him ten 
per cent. No where else could they get so good money and 
on such easy terms. Legislators interdicting their constitu- 
ents from business facilities which they could not them- 
selves dispense with, either collectively or individually, 
were rather mocked at than feared, like preachers who 
showing others the steep and thorny road to heaven, reck 
not their own rede. They had raised a spirit that would not 
down at their bidding, a corporation which had no soul for 
them to curse and no body to kick. 

In legislation as elsewhere extremes meet. After fourteen 
anti-bank years, an act of 1852 authorized what was styled 
free-banking, and flooded the country with bank paper much 
of which became worthless and was j ustly branded as *' wild 
cat," and '' stump- tail." When this general act came in 
force, Mr. Mitchell called in his circulation, paying gold, un- 
less its equivalent was preferred, for every dollar. Then, 
adding the monosyllable " Bank " to his insurance title, he 
formed the first banking institution in Milwaukee, as Mr. 
Marshall had formed the first one in the State at Madison. 
At this juncture of transformation, the vast amount afloat, 
— running up into millions, — would have tempted many a 
financier to repudiation. No one suspected Mr. Mitchell of 
such a thought. Most bonds and bank bills depreciated, his 
promises never did. They were a bond lighter that air, but 
they were stronger than iron. The wisdom and honesty 
which had marked his career in the pre-bank era, with the 
reputation and wealth then acquired, enabled him afterward 
for thirty- three years, to stand easily first and foremost 
among all the bankers who during that generation have 
arisen in the northwest. 

The head of a bank has a sort of resemblance to a Cath- 
olic priest when hearing confessions. No man could read 
men who kneeled at his confessional better than Mr. 
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Mitchell . He knew whom to trust. He could discern the 
industrious, energetic, persevering and honest. His dis- 
counts were in furtherance of men who were thus charac- 
terized. Who can over-rate what Milwaukee owes him for 
thus building up commercial virtues in her men of affairs? 

Early in our civil war, Mr. Mitchell, in advocating, if not 
suggesting, the issue of State bonds, not only*as sinews of 
war but to prop up the sinking credit of Wisconsin banks, 
was more efficient than any other individual. But this ex- 
pedient, though a great medicine, in the last year of the 
war had lost its efficacy. Our State bonds, not saleable in 
New York, were discredited everywhere. All men's hearts 
failed them. But a panacea for the panic was produced by 
our monarch of financial mind. His bidding was: " Oblige 
insurance companies to add Wisconsin bonds to their secu- 
rities! " His hint was taken. Each company was in a hurry 
to buy those bonds in order to buy them cheap. Competi- 
tion brought them up to par, and the bank foundation stood 
sure. 

Some one will say: " In propping up our banks he propped 
up his own." So does a pilot who saves a ship's company 
save his own life, yet we praise him none the less; More- 
over, his bank needed propping less than any other, partly 
because his securities were mainly United States bonds. 
Where others had $700,000 at stake he had only $10,000. 

Genius has been defined, a capacity to excel in whatever 
one undertakes with all the heart, and those most intimate 
with Mr. Mitchell pronounce him in this sense a genius. But 
whatever may have been his general aptitudes, the special 
bent of his mind was at financiering. As a financier he 
showed at his fullest and best. 

As a financier, in congress, during the two terms of his 
service there, his infiuence was powerful and most salutary 
in thwarting a quasi-repudiation of the national debt, and 
measures tending to impair the national credit. Had not 
President Hayes been counted in, Mr. Mitchell might have 
been invited to administer the national finances. 

No less note- worthy was his service to the school-fund. 
His giving school-books for a score of years to all Milwau- 



• • •• »• 

• • ••• !•• '• •• 



62 

• 

kee children of poor families (a charity which is continued 
by his son), is much spoken of. This educative help was a 
trifle to what he rendered by his influence in making the in- 
vestment of the State school fund more safe. 

Mr. Mitchell was for six years president of our Society. 
In the exercise of his right to do what he would with his 
own, he was hot so muniflcent to us as we hoped be would 
be. Nevertheless he gave us more money than has thus far 
come to us from any other man, and helped us in other 
ways. 

It is held by many of his friends that he had in mind 
large bequests for us and the public, but that his purposes 
in this regard were changed by a serious disaster near the 
close of his life. 

The railway enterprises, which shared with banking the 
last third of his life, merely gave new and wider scope for 
the workings of hir financial genius. 

In the railway world what did he accomplish? Railroad 
building in Wisconsin dates from 1849, but fourteen years 
thereafter its principal lines were bankrupt, fragmentary, 
and what was ^orse, " dissevered, discordant, belligerent," 
and worst of all for Milwaukee, they were on the point of 
coming under the North Western, which would have sucked 
the abundance of Wisconsin from every corner between 
lake and river, and poured it iato Chicago, leaving Milwau- 
kee bereaved of the commerce of its own State. 

To avert such a consummation, to secure for Milwaukee her 
own back country — to turn the railroad chaos into a cos- 
mos — one whole consolidated of parts harmonious and help- 
ful, was the high aim of Mr. Mitchell. For this end he ob- 
tained the mastery of a nucleus which developed into the 
St. Paul road, and added to it the Watertown and Horicon, 
which he already controlled. By this movement nearly the 
whole busiaess of these lines was brought into Milwaukee, 
instead of being diverted, as before, at Milton and Minne- 
sota Junction. Next securing the Prairie du Chien and 
McGregor Western, he extended that line northward in 
1867 to St. Paul and Minneapolis. He thus made the name 
of his road, the St. Paul, no longer a misnomer, and com- 
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pleted the first bond of iron connecting the twin cities of the 
northwest with Milwaukee and Chicago. His consolidation 
of Wisconsin roads and concentration of them in Milwau- 
kee, he was on the point of supplementing by the purchase 
of the line from Milwaukee to Chicago. This purpose being 
thwarted by eastern directors, the connections of his sys- 
tem with Chicago were at the mercy of a rival company. 
Hence he was forced to construct a line of his own by an 
inferior route from Milwaukee to that metropolis. Had his 
advice been taken on another occasion, his road would many 
years ago have penetrated through the lumber belt of Wis- 
consin to Lake Superior, and would have been enriched by 
a land-grant in that direction. 

From the Chicago base, by purchase and construction, he 
extended his line west to Omaha, southwest to Kansas City, 
as well as to Missouri-river points northward. Buying the 
river road up from La Crosse he completed the best avenue, 
and that with many branches, to the great cities of the 
north. Pushing westward from Milwaukee into Dakota, he 
laid a thousand miles of track in that Territory largely in 
advance of settlement — but still more largely promotive of 
it. He foresaw the infinite capabilities of that region so 
clearly that he could not help acting on his convictions. 

The road of which he became president and all those it 
successively absorbed, had before been failures, — their 
notes gone to protest, their fioating debts unmanageable. 
Thanks to his cash and credit, they all obtained cash and 
credit. Their paper was no more dishonored in any way. 
W« have reason to apply to him Webster's words concern- 
ing Hamilton, another Alexander: '* He touched the dead 
corpse of their credit, and it sprang on its feet. The fabled 
birth of Minerva from the brain of Jove was hardly more 
sudden, or more perfect than the St. Paul financial system 
as it burst forth from the conception of Alexander Mitchell." 

Financially, he stood behind his road in every emergency, 
and at times its overdrafts on hin bank were very la)-ge. 
Several of its purchases and extensions, which he carried 
out, were master-strokes of policy. Others which he pro- 
posed , but was not permitted to execute, it was ultimately 



seen would have been equally wise. Among minor railway 
aids in his last years^ he advanced $700^000 in procuring the 
terra firma for the new Milwaukee station^ which he never 
entered alive. As one result of his railroad policy Milwau- 
kee, and the whole State, were built up from a state of de- 
pression, and started on a ckreer of prosperity which still 
continues. 

When Mr. Mitchell took charge of the* St. Paul its frag-' 
ments, all told, measured less than three hundred and fifty 
miles. To that nucleus, he added well-nigh 5,000 miles^ 
leaving its mileage the longest in the world under one man- 
agement, — longer by two thousand n:>iles than all the rail- 
ways in Scotland, and one thousand miles longer than the 
Roman road from Glasgow to Jerusalem, which was the 
grandest work of the Csasars. Augustus boasted that he 
found Rome brick and left it marble. The railways of the 
northest, which Mr. Mitchell found, say not brick — but 
rather wood, hay and stubble, he left a network of iron 
rivers ramifying into every nook of the land as rivers of 
water cannot, iron rivers proof alike against the drought of 
summer and the ice of winter,— a system which is like 
** one whole body fitly framed together and compacted by 
that which every joint supplieth." 

His monetary circulating medium facilitated every trade 
made in Wisconsin during one decade. Durinfir two oth- 
ers, his medium of transportation increased the value of 
every bushel of grain raised in more than one State, and 
doubled the amount raised. 

The nature of bis railway relations did not allow him 
liiuch meeting with subordinates, yet they believed in his 
kindly feeling, and reciprocated it. This was shown, after 
his death, by an Irish section hand who said: " He stood well 
in the St. Paul, may he stand as well with St. Peter! " 

Mr. Mitchell's training was in Scotland. But as manhood 
drew near, he resembled an eaglet getting wings and feeling 
the nest too narrow and low for his soaring spirit. No new 
bank has been chartered in his native land since he was a 
clerk there. No opening befitting his yearnings there 
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existed. If his financial faculties were not to rust in him 
unused, he must betake himself to a foreign arena. 

In talking with him, not two months before hjis death, I 
asked if, while still in his native land, he had ever heard of 
Milwaukee. His answer was: " Not at all. The truth is 
when I resolved to emigrate my thoughts turned eastward, 
and I made application for a place under a company who 
were sending out money to Australia. Had he found the 
opportunity he first sought, possibly his gain had not been 
less, but how great had been our loss! Yes, the world's loss, 
for at the antipodes time could hardly have so cohered with 
place, and place with wishing as here, in the most progressive 
section of our country and in the decade of its most phe- 
nomenal expansion. 

Coming to our northwest, Alexander, the Caledonian, 
secured a vantage-ground analogous to that gained by 
Alexander, the Macedonian, when impatient at being pent 
up in Greece, he passed into Asia and acted his part on an 
inter-continental theater. As the blood more stirs to rouse 
a lion than to start a hare, both Alexanders in virtue of a 
grander environment, made more of themselves than they 
would if forever kept in circumscription and confine. They 
also achieved more for others. The ancient Alexander dif- 
fused some tincture of Grecian culture throughout the bar- 
barian orient. The modern Alexander laid the comer- stone 
of intelligent, honesty and stable banking in as grand an 
Occident, and then shot through its recesses lines of travel 
and traffic which made the wilderness to rejoice, roads radi- 
ating more than elecfcric light, and darting from far cities to 
far cities, a sort of shuttles that weave them into closer and 
closer union. When he told the aunt by whom after his moth- 
er's .death he was brought up, that he meant to be a laird, his 
childish ideal was thought high, but it was a low level com- 
pared to his accomplishment. 

The great Wisconsin event of 1839 was the chartering of 
the Milwaukee and Rock River canal. The enactment of it, 
as published in Milwaukee, was headed, " Hang out the 
banner on the outer wall," and the Fourth of July was 
celebrated there by breaking ground for that canal. On 
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that occasion the third volunteer toast was: '^Internal im- 
provements, — bonds of union. May they soon join east 
and west Wisconsin ! " This toast was by Alexander 
Mitchell. When I had raked this incident out of the dusty 
oblivion of an old newspaper, I rejoiced over it as an uncon- 
scious foreshadowing of his mammoth railway marvels, 
spreading civilization a thousand miles west of Milwaukee. 
The sentiment was all this, but in fact it was offered by an- 
other Alexander Mitchell, — an engineer on the proposed 
canal. Its author, however, in extolling internal improve- 
ments builded wiser than he knew. His words describing 
the sluggish and gflender water-ways he had in mind, have 
little meaning. But their significance becomes sublime 
when viewed as prophetic of the St. Paul street of steel 
longer than from here to Scotland, and showing such a 
mode of shaving the earth as the eagle with wings wide- 
waving can scarcely accomplish in the air. These streets of 
ste^, and the bank which was their basis, that leave no cor- 
ner of Wisconsin untouehed, — yes, that are longer and 
broader than any State, are the monument of Alexander 
Mitchell. He needs no other monument. 



